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ABSTRACT

The present study is aimed at examining the level of
effectiveness of the teaching of Primary School teachers, who have

completed the National Diploma in Teaching offered by the National

Colleges of Education.

In the past the qualifications accepted for recruitment of
teachers were not uniform and people with different qualifications were
recruited as teachers. Recently the policy of recruiting people having the
National Diploma in Teaching was adopted by the Ministry of Education.
Though there was no clean policy regérding the required qualification for
recruitment, the educational reforms in the year 1997 adopted the above
policy, which was a land mark in teacher recruitment. Accordingly the
National Colleges of Education became the major institution in preparing
teachers for the primary school. The certificate issued by the NCOE was
considered as a prerequisite for the recruitment of primary teachers.

This policy decision was not based on any research evidence. In
implementing such a decision, there is a need for assessing the effectiveness
of teaching of these teachers holding the NCOE. Diploma Certificate in
teaching. Therefore if a study could be organized to examine how these
teachers holding the teaching Diploma engage in their teaching activities and
determine their effectiveness) it would be useful to policy makers in
education, the trainers, in the NCOE : and also the teachers who are
following the course. Also such a study would fulfill a void in the field of
research.

A quite big percentage of money allocated for education is spent on
the education of these teachers. These teachers undergo two year residential
training and one year of internship after, which they get permanent teaching
posts in government schools. The assessment of the proficiency of the

above said teachers and the effectiveness of their teaching is important.
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Therefore in order to achieve this objective the present study was organized
to evaluate a sample of teachers who have obtained the Diploma
Certificate in Teaching and serving in 1 AB, 1C, 2 and 3 type schools in the
Sabargamuwa Province using the Descriptive method of research, Based
on this evaluation conclusions about the status of their teaching and
suggestions for the improvement of their teaching have been presented.
The present study was based on the following objectives.
1. Examine how the different steps involved in the developmental
process of the Teaching Diploma Course have been put into practice.
2. Investigate whether the teaching, after the training is done according
to the norms highlighted during the internship period.
3. Find out whether the teaching done after the training comparable to
the teaching done during the internship period.
4. Examine the causes for any deviation of the standards of teaching
after the training from those of the internship period.
5. Explore the suitable strategies that could be used to correct deviations
if any and to improve the course further.

The present study employed the analysis of documents and
interviews in the major instruments for the collection of data. Also
different techniques for the collection of data were used to collect data
related to each objective. In order to collect information about the steps
involved in implementing the course different books written on teacher
education, were studied. Also interviews were held with the lecturers in
the NCOF , the officers of the NIE, and the officers of the Teacher
Training Branch of the Ministry of Education were interviewed.

For collection of information under the second objective the
sources that preserves the norms for teaching during the internship
period were studied. Also to collar information about teaching classroom

teaching was observed using an observation schedule.







