The Abstract

¢ A study on the psycho-social background factors affecting the development of

high level skills in school children’’

Since the development of skills is crucial in education the present study will be relevant

and useful for parents, teachers, school management, curriculum developers and

education policy makers.

The study is done on a purposive sample of ten high achievers in eight schools. The
backgrounds of their families, and schools were studied along with their level of self-
motivation and time management habits. Their fields of achievement were music,
dancing, arts, sports, and academic abilities in grade five from grades 3 to 11, using
mainly the descriptive case study method. The selection criteria of children were
recognition and awards wining at national level. Since the psychosocial background is a
vast field, the research focused on ten aspects. Parents’ recognition and motivation,
involvement, coming into contact with resource persons in home background, wellbeing

habits and special training given to children were determined.

Secondly in the school background the factors of recognition by teachers, teachers’
guidance, resource persons’ association, additional training and opportunities given for
presentation of skills, and opportunities given to participate in school and interschool
events were studied. Thirdly the child’s self-motivation and wellbeing and time
management habits were considered. The researcher used semiformal interviews with the
children, their parents and school teachers The above mentioned aspects of home, school

and self-motivation were identified as they emerged from the preliminary survey.

The background factors of family, school and personal habits were evaluated using a six

scale instrument.
The analysis of data led the researcher to determine the following basic findings.

e Recognition of a child’s potentials along with motivation and guidance are pre

running factors in the development of his or her particular skill. They reinforce



the child’s self-concept. Once the self-concept is built within, interest to pursue
that particular field increases and as a result a special learning capacity arises.
A skill development programme should be continuous until the child achieves
high level of achievement. Such continuity saves the skill from extinction.
High achievers are concerned with maintaining their wellbeing.

Skills in self-management and time management are necessary for pursuing the
goals of high achievement.

The present school system in Sri Lanka tend to go children’s inborn skills due
to the factors like over crowing of the classroom, excessive priority and
emphasis given to cognitive learning , lack of teachers knowledge and interest
on gifted children.

Children’s recognize and develop their special skills more in engaging in co-
curricular activities.

Children’s interest in particular fields merge in coming with contact with
competent resource persons, whom they tend to take as life guiding ideals.
Teacher’s interests are contagious to their students.

The deciding factor of skill development is their level of self-motivation despite
of the external facilities given.

Effective self-learning skills are necessary in successful leaning achievement.

The recommendations are developed from recognized the above given findings.






