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Abstract

The year 2022 saw COVID-19 as the primary public health concern, with vaccine
rollout and mandates at the forefront. Other viral infectious diseases, such as Mon-
keypox and Ebola, emerged as public health concerns. Climate change and political
conflicts significantly impacted global health, increasing the demand for human-
itarian assistance and protection. In 2023, it remains crucial to identify global and
public health priority areas to coordinate and implement effective solutions. Through
discussions with public health practitioners and researchers, we have identified key
priority areas for 2023, namely, health systems, the mental health crisis, substance
abuse, infectious diseases, malnutrition and food insecurity, sexual and reproductive
health challenges, environmental pollution, the climate crisis, cancer, and diabetes.
These priority areas highlight shared concerns that should be addressed to facili-
tate proactive and innovative health interventions and practices. To achieve universal
healthcare targets for 2030, prioritization, financial investment, international cooper-
ation, and collaboration in addressing these global health challenges are crucial. This
requires coordination among public health decision-makers, the private health sec-
tor, and opinion leaders to implement country-specific healthcare financing and food
security measures. Research, scientific knowledge, and technical capacities must be
leveraged to produce sustainable interventions that effectively reduce health dispar-
ities and improve health system responsiveness to prevent these challenges from
progressing to public health emergencies.
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As the New Year begins, response measures to public
health challenges are crucial for global human development.
COVID-19 was the main focus in 2022, with the rollout
of vaccines and vaccination mandates at the forefront. The
potential for herd immunity in the light of emerging virus
variants and the evaluation of the transmission-stopping capa-
bilities of available vaccines was a major concern. Other viral
infectious diseases such as Ebola and Monkeypox also repre-
sented significant global public health concerns [1]. Political
conflicts, such as the Russia—Ukraine conflict, had global
impacts, leading to soaring food and energy prices, migrant
and refugee crises, inordinate health systems effects, and a
potential nuclear disaster [2].

The 2022 list of global public health challenges [3]
included COVID-19, human resources for health, health
financing, conflict and humanitarian crises, mental health,
poverty, climate change, child health, reproductive health,
and the global infodemic. Responses to COVID-19 and
emerging infectious diseases drove the concept of col-
laborative intelligence, optimizing disease surveillance and
developing capacity for locally manufacturing vaccines. As

global health, health challenges, health priorities, public health

projected, the consequences of the climate crisis were notable
in 2022, with countries in Europe experiencing their hottest
summers [3], deadly floods in Pakistan and Nigeria, and
widespread droughts across Africa [4], Sexual and reproduc-
tive health rights were fiercely debated with the landmark
ruling of the US Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade. The
2022 list of global public health challenges also projected the
already obvious high requirement for humanitarian assistance
and protection due to political conflicts and natural disasters.

The world will continue to experience an influx of global
health challenges in 2023. To proactively plan for and address
these complex issues, it is crucial to identify global and public
health priority areas. This allows the global community to
coordinate, implement, and scale up local and international
collaborative actions. Identifying these important challenges
is integral to monitoring and developing policies to address
these health risks, focusing on lessening the burden in low-
and middle-income countries (LMICs).

In developing this study, we engaged public health practi-
tioners, experts, and researchers across sectors in discussions
to identify and prioritize global public health priorities for
2023. Corroborating the responses with existing literature,
we provide analysis and evidence to support public health
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