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Data is the new oil of the 21* century.” As the foregoing metaphor illustrates data fuels the digital
economy of today. The topic of personal data protection has come to the forefront of academic discourse
in Sri Lanka in recent years. With the introduction of the long-awaited Personal Data Protection Act,
No. 9 of 2022, Sri Lanka heralds a new era for personal data protection creating a conducive
environment for businesses to operate. Viewed through the lens of its objectives, the Act is designed to
protect the personal data rights of Sri Lankan citizens while fostering growth in the digital economy.
However, it is a matter of concern that the Act has faced criticism over its implementation as well as
loopholes in its substantive provisions. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to critique the new
data protection legislation along with its implementation challenges in view of current realities in Sri
Lanka. In terms of the methodological approach of this research, it dwells within the positivist black-
letter legal research methodology coupled with comparative legal analysis. The results of this research
indicate that the enactment of this landmark legislation is a welcome step in aligning Sri Lanka with
global data protection standards. Nevertheless, there remain many questions than answers with regard
to operational clarity and preparedness of Sri Lankan businesses and public sector institutions to adopt
this new regulatory environment. Perhaps even more importantly, the new regime has encountered a
number of criticisms, including but not limited to, inadequate protection of personal data gathered
through Al systems, imperfections as to the definition of ‘sensitive personal information’ and legal
uncertainties over cross border data transfers. Analysing the lessons learned from the EU, Sri Lanka
should closely follow the development under the GDPR 2016, and the EU Al Act 2024. Arguably, there
is a pressing need to further strengthen the Sri Lankan legal regime before it is being fully implemented.
In terms of implications of this research, this will enlighten policymakers to rethink about this new
regime in a more critical manner and to address perceived deficiencies in order to make the Act a

strategic enabler of Sri Lanka’s digital transformation.
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