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ABSTRACT

Observation study of the management of information source collection in Sri
lankan school Libraries

Under the new educational reforms school Libraries take an

important place in the resource — based education. With the development of the new
technology there was a rapid development in the electric and electronic communication
technology with the birth of the internet and the increasing necessity to maintain efficiency
and to speed of the scientific information communication an outstanding change has taken
place in the eminent information flow and the use of which in the whole world. It is necessary
to improve the information Iiteracy of students to make education process fruitful and efficient
and for which the school library becomes very useful and a proper management of the
information source collection in these also required. An immense service could be done to
improve the information literacy of the school community through a well organized school
library with enough collection of information sources.
The objectives of the study, looking in to the management of the
information source collection Sri lankan school Libraries are follows;
* Inquiring in to the nature of the information source collection found in school
Libraries
e Inquiring in to the management of how the information source collection of school
Libraries have been done
* Inquiring in to how the information source collection in school Libraries is used by
school reader
* Inquiring in to how such collection help to satisfy the information requirements of the
school reader community and the step taken by the teacher librarian to the develop the
information competencies of the school reader
* Inquiring in to the teacher and students attitude in relation to the information source
collection management of school Libraries
For the research stratified sampling method was followed under the descriptive
research access, and Tamil medium schools and all other schools except the category 3 were
selected from the Kuliyapitiya education zone as the target population Accordingly, 5 schools
of 1AB, 10 schools of 1C and 15 school of the category 2 were selected to be 30 schools from
all. 30 teacher librarians of the schools 90 teachers and 180 students got included for the

attitude test in the sample.
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The following categories of the collecting data were used to arrive at the objective

Interviews (for teacher librarians) Attitude tests (for the teacher and students)
Examining document Observation

The facts disclosed from the research were as the follows

The majority of the collection of the information source collection in the school
Libraries were of printed elements and no important place was given to the audio
visual media

Out of the documents maintained in a school library, only inventory was properly
maintained

Implementation of the necessary rules and regulations in a school Library and
programme to develop the collection of information source in most of the school
Libraries were of very low level

Insufficient financial sources for the development of information source collection,
insufficient accommodation and furniture for the library, and getting teacher librarians
to teach obstructed to maintain regularity in school libraries mostly of the category 2.
A greater demand from the school readers was made for fictions and subject related
books and newspapers, and Dewey decimal classification system was followed by
most of the schools to ease the reader for selecting books. The number of books
available in the school library and Browns method and Ledger method were followed
when lending books.

Lending section and the reading section where such facility is available for reading
were mostly used by readers of school libraries.

The attitudes of the students and the teachers, about the management of the
information source collection of the school libraries, sufficiency of information source
collection available in the library for readers, sufficiency of the plans made for the
formal maintenance of the collection, in the development of the information source
collection, attention to the readers requirements, and insufficiency of the facility
available for the use of information source collection, how the information source
collection is used, fulfillment of the readers information requirements and for the
competency development, in what manner could the library contribute were more of
positive nature, of students and teachers of 1AB and lc school categories where as

teachers and students of category 2 schools were of the negative.
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