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Abstract

GCE (O/L) students, saving them from competitive educational system, developing
the expected skills through discoverable experiences to make a skilled person with the
appropriate skills for the future working world was the ultimate objectives of the
introduction of GCE (O/L) technical curriculum for the ordinary level students under the
new curriculum renewal in 2007. In accordance with that the basic objective of this study
is to find about the trend of giving a foundation for the working world by G.C.E ordinary

level technical curriculum.

For this study a questionare was given for 290 students and 60 teachers of grade 11
from 15 sinhala medium school in Colombo, Gampaha and Puttalam districs in the western
and Vayamba Provinces including 10 teacher advisers and subject directors and interviews
were conducted with 10 project officers of the national institute of education, 10 head
masters of vocational training centers and 16 key personalities of state and private sector
bureaus. The detailed approach was used as the methodology of the study and qualitative

and quantitative data analytic method has been used to analyse the data.

The basic responses of this study revealed that the G.C.E. (O/L) technical
curriculum has not given a sufficiant contribution to offer a foundation for the working

world.

Accordingly eventhoug this curriculum has been introduced forcusing on G.C.E.
(O/L) students the study reveals that majority of the students have trended to follow a
subject which they can easily gain an upper level pass at the G.C.E (O/L) examination. As
well when selecting the grade 10 students for sub technical subjects the school authorities

have paid a higher attention for sudent willingness.

Further most students continue their studies expecting advanced education after the
(O/L) examination and after that advanced education majority of the students expect an
upper post in the excecutive or administrative level. But when discovering the views and
attitudes of the students and teachers about their subject this study reveals that most of both

teachers and students have positive attitudes about their subjects.
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This study reveals that several proposed measures have been included in the
scheme, including the most practical measures to provide a foundation for the working
world for each subject. Accordingly, the content of the subject should have been developed
according to competence and competence levels and subject facts should be included
appropriately for grade 11. It has been suggested that three periods should be allocated for
a week. Group methods with exploration should be used as learning method. It is proposed
that quality inputs have been suggested for each subject and activity rooms must be
implemented. A systamatic supervision scheme should be implemented on behalf of
teachers. The competance based approach (E5 process) has been presented for the whole
learning teaching process.But when discovering the practical condition of functioning
these proposed measures in the school the study reveals that most of the proposals have not
functioned in a proper manner. According to that though it was clear that most of the
subject content of most sub subjects are relevant to the class the three periods which have
been allocated for a week are relatively insufficient as the content of the most sub subjects
are wider. As well most of the teachers have trended for the lecture type teaching and the
trend for subject simulataneous activities of the student is on an admirable level and even
in circumstances with various barriers, most teachers use the consumable materials on an
admirable level and during the activities the usage of equipments is insufficient. The study
revealed that the learning teaching process of the sub subjects is done in the class of most
schools. But the internal and external supervision has not happened adequately. As well it
was clear that the text book and teacher guide book is used by most teachers and students.
Another fact arrised from this study is that most teachers that have been appointed to teach
technical subjects have relevant p»'rofessional qualifications and sufficient experiences and
also the other arrised fact from the study is that many teachers haven’t used to use
competence based learning approach. (E5 process). As well while doing their subjects

many teachers and students have had to face to defferent kind of posers.

students and parents aware about G.C.E. (O/L) Technical subjects. Not only that
when selecting students for different sub subjects at the technical curriculum, the school
administration should concern about the student’s potentiality and skills. As well the
carrier guidance should be provided for the O/L students. More over the extensive content
of the most technical subjects should be reduced and complex subject content of some

techniclal subjects should fit for the grade 11 students as much as possible. A methodical
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process should be implemented to provide quality inputs for the school. Teachers should be
made aware about the competence based approach. (E 5 process). The school should be

connected with the external bureaus and the service of skilled resource persons should be

adapted to the school.




