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A study on the contribution of school culture

towards qualitative general education
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Abstract

It is a cause of frustration and a disclosure of the weak functioning of the educational
system as well, to learn that the National educational objectives on general
education or the school education have not been achieved as anticipated. It has been
revealed by numerous reports that the quantitative as well as the qualitative development of
education is not in a satisfactory level although a considerable amount of the national
income annually invested on education. Believing that the weak relationship between
the school and the school culture or the silent rule of the school had created these
circumstances the researcher has launched his research titling: “a study on the

contribution of the school culture for qualitative development of general education”.

The research is carried out as to how school culture contributed to the
qualitative and quantitative development of education taking 30 sample schools and 480
sampling population and to suggest to use its real outcome as a new knowledge for
developing the general education. In depth study of local and foreign research literature
has been carried out on the school culture and its influence on the qualitative
development of education and identified three knowledge fields. Within these fields
the 12fold school culture models, the school cultural principles trinity and the three school
cultural layers became important. Based on this knowledge the Research concept
framing, research objectives, deciding the samples, identifying the population,

equipment preparation, data collection and analysis and interpretation were taken place.

Data collection was done under four research objectives using 12 main research
questions, and specific questions and statements. Research was launched with 30 schools
consisting of boys schools, girls schools and mixed schools categorized as 1AB, 1C,
and 2 in two educationally different zones of Anuradhapura and Kandy to conform
the validity and the credibility of the research. The total population engaged in the
research was 480 individuals including the principals, 150 teachers from 30 schools from 5

each and 300 students.

By the first research objective, identification of the cultural models that affect the
school culture was done consequently testing the knowledge of the sample population in
that regard. It has been revealed through analysis of data that the sample population was

not of sufficient knowledge and awareness of the relevant subject to reach the qualitative




education. In the second research objective the researcher tried to ascertain whether
the main educational staff inclusive of the administration had followed the matters in
the cultural educational trinity and if followed, to what level each school reached in the
school cultural ladder as per the self-assessment indicator. Accordingly it has been
comparatively examined the cultural development and the qualitative development of
education achieved by the each school.

The third objective of the research was to find out as to what extent the matters in
the three school layers contributed towards the qualitative development of the school. It was
revealed through analysis of the responses of the population that the matters in the three
school layers have not been effectively executed in most of the sampling schools. However
it was realized that the schools where the matters in three school layers properly
executed, had achieved a considerable amount in qualitative and quantitative
educational development in comparison with the rest of the schools.

By the fourth objective it was examined the contribution for the creation of a
positive image on the school environment which is necessarily a part of the school culture.
School environment can be considered as exclusive for each school and the schools
maintained the environment in an appropriate manner, had shown a sound learning
environment and building a positive image on the school.

The research was concluded by analyzing data received by way of questionaires,
interviews and observation schedules making a triangle among them and giving
conclusions on the circumstances and giving suggestions for the improvement of general

educational development.




