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A study on the quality of the methods adopted
during the teaching-learning process in developing
competencies related to literacy at the key stage 3 in
primary education
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Abstract

This objective of this research was to study the quality of teaching-learning
methods adopted in developing competencies related to literacy during the Key
Stage 3 of primary cducation. Literacy is an essential clement for individual and
socictal development. Teaching-learning process implemented towards improving
literacy during the primary education span is the most important factor in making

the literate citizen and laying the foundation for further Iearning.

Ihe study focused on the teacher as a planner of the teaching-learning process and
the teaching-learning methods adopted in implementation of the mother tongue
curriculum in Key Stage 3. Student participation in the teaching-learning process
and the attainment ol competencies related to literacy within a given time period

wis dalso assessed.

The case study design was adopted as it was necessary 10 study the teaching-
lcarning process in detail. The sample schools were sclected from  Allawwa
ducation Division of the Girtulla Education Zone. Schools from both urban. rural
localitics were selected. Thus the sample comprised ol seven Grade 5 teachers and

five students from each teacher’s class.

Collection ol data was by keeping field notes, administering questionnaires (o
(cachers. interviewing the teachers and assessing student competencies by the use

of a range of tools.

Cross case analysis is presented on a thematic structure developed  through
detailing out the teaching-learning process. [iteracy assessments were analysed
using quaﬁtilalivc methods while the steps in the teaching-learning process was
analysed qualitativély. An improvement in literacy was shown during the first
school term in which the study was conducted when compared with the assessment

oe 3. lowever, the degree of improvement was not

made at the entry to the Key Sta
satisfactory when the measurement ol specific compelencies were studied in depth.
Added to this the parallel assessments made by the teachers were always found to
be over estimations thus indicating problems related to implementation of a system

of competency-based education.
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cocictal development. Teaching-learning process implemented towards improving
literacy during the primary education span is the most important factor in making

the literate citizen and laying the foundation for further fearning.

The study focused on the teacher as a planner of the teaching-learning process and
(he teaching-learning methods adopted in implementation of the mother tonguc
curriculum in Key Stage 3. Student participation in the teaching-learning process
and the attainment of competencies related to literacy within a given time period

was also assessed.

The case study design was adopted as it was necessary 10 study the teaching-
lcarning process in detail. The sample schools were sclected from  Allawwa
Iducation Division of the Giriulla Education Zone. Schools from both urban. rural
localitics were selected. Thus the sample comprised of seven Grade 5 teachers and

five students (rom cach teacher’s class.

Collection of data was by keeping field notes, administering questionnaires to
tcachers. interviewing the teachers and assessing student competencies by the use

ol a range ol tools.

Cross case analysis is presented on a thematic structure developed  through
detailing out the teaching-learning process. Literacy asscssments were analysed
using quaﬁlilalivc methods while the steps in the teaching-learning process was
analysed qualitatively. An improvement in literacy was shown during the first
school term in which the study was conducted when compared with the assessment

oe 3. However, the degree of improvement was not
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madc at the entry to the Key Sta
satisfactory when the measurement ol specilic competencies were studied in depth.
Added to this the parallel assessments made by the teachers were always found to
be over estimations thus indicating problems related to implementation of a system

of competency-based education.
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The teacher personality and a range ol other aspects of the teaching-lcarning
PrOCCSS Was analysed using a qualitative approach. The analysis was done across
four levels of satisfactoriness such as highly satislactory, satislactory, somewhat
satislactory and unsatisfactory. Adhering to syllabi and term plan was satisfactory.
Time management. lesson development, teacher personality, student motivation
srategies. assessment strategices were somewhat satisfactory. However, teaching
methods adopted were at an unsatisfactory level with lack of preparation and
lesson planning. adoption of teacher centred strategics, lack of innovative teaching
qids. limited opportunities for peer learning. emphasis on desk work and -paying

less attention towards low achievers.

The outcomes of the study lTay out a range of aspects that needs to be improved in
(he teacher's role in fostering literacy. A number ol recommendations are made
for teacher development and supervision of the tcaching-learning process by zonal

as well as at school level.



