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ABSTRACT

The primary aim of this research study is to find to which extent the
planning strategies have been used in the implementation of the curriculum, in
the senior secondary schools in Kurunegala educational zone. An attempt has
been made to look into the problems such as what planning strategies are used
in the school, at what level are they being implemented, whether there is a
difference in the inplementational level according to the type of 1AB and 1C
schools, and which problems and challenges are faced by the principal and

other partners.

The research problem is introduced in the first chapter. It is followed by
a primary discussion of the nature of the planning and the nature of the
curticulum. The necessity of employing planning strategies in implementing
the curriculum has been pointed out next. It is followed by a concept map
which is used to illustrate the limitations that affect the research study. Mainly
by this, twenty five planning strategies in implementing the curriculum are

presented which are to be studied in the schools.

The second chapter looks into the literature relevant to this research
study. Firstly, the history of the educational planning has been sutrveyed as
foreign and local. Secondly, the research literature pertaining to the research

objectives has been reviewed as foreign and local.

In the third chapter, research methodology televant to this research
study is presented. Fifteen schools from Kurunegala educational zone have

been selected for this research study. Five of them are 1AB type schools and
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ten schools ate 1C type.  Fifteen principals, thirty deputy principals, thirty
sectional heads, seventy five teachers and seventy five senior students were
included fot studying sample. An observation schedule and five questionnaires
were used for collecting data. Quantitative data analysis has been mainly used

for analyzing data.

In the fourth chapter, presentation, analysis and the interpretation of the
data collected in this research study has been done. Tables, graphs have been
used for this purpose and simple statistical methods have been used for
analyzing and interpreting data. This has been treated under five sub topics in

keeping with the objectives of the research study.

The conclusions and the recommendations of this research study are
presented in the fifth chapter.  Firstly, the conclusions, secondly the
recommendations and thirdly the recommendations relevant to the future
researchers have been done. The operational level of using planning strategies
in the implementation of the curriculum in the senior secondary schools in
Kurunegala educational zone is seventy seven percent. In the 1AB type
schools this figure is seventy six percent. While in the 1C type schools, it is
eighty one percent. Although the use of planning strategies remains at a high
level in schools, there seems to be a difference in their operational levels
according to the type of schools. Six main types of problems and challenges
faced by the principal and other partners in implementing the planning

strategies have been identified.



