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Abstract

Sri Lanka accepts education as a human right and gives a prominence to provide equal
opportunities with the objective of providing education for all. Under equal
opportunities concept it is expected to admit to education and remain in the process

of education and to gain maximum outcomes and benefits by each and every one.

Due to various socio - environmental differences it is evident that various problems
have arisen in relation to provision of education. Out of which the home environment

has become a major problem affecting the provision of educational opportunities.

As education is treated as an investment at present and also as a special emphasis is
given to promote equal educational opportunities, this study mainly examines how the
home environment does influence the primary education of the children in order to
minimize the wastage of resources and let the children to reap the maximum benefits

of education.

Local and foreign studies that reveal the variables related to the home environment
and its influence on school education is discussed in this study and four objectives
have been used for the present study. The objectives include the following
(1) Examining the correlation between the parents educational and socio -
economic level and children’s academic achievements
(i) Studying the influence of environment on learning and its influence on
children’s learning achievements
(i)  studying the beliefs and attitudes of parents and their influence on
children’s learning
(iv)  studying the influence of the relationships that parents maintain with the

school on the children’s learning achievements.

Some random samples were used in the present study. 20 Government schools (of

various categories) were selected from Colombo and Puttlam Districts. 400 students of
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Year V, their parents amounting to 400, 20 Class Teachers, Sectional Heads and 20
Principals of the said respective schools were selected for the study. Data were
collected by using questionnaires and interviews as main instruments. Diagrams and
illustrations were used when necessary. In the interpretation of Data analysis has

revealed that there is a correlation between the children’s educational achievement

and the variables related to the home environment.

The educational level of the father and that of the mother, the father’s.occupation,
socio - economic situation of the family, supervision of the parents were important

variables influencing the children’s academic achievements.

It was revealed through analysis that there are differences in levels of achievement by
schools. Also the educational levels and socio - economic levels of respective parents
and the available learning environment of homes had an influence in determining the
level of achievement of individual schools. Accordingly it was revealed in the study
that the educational level of the family, fiscal, cultural and social capital of the
family have influenced the students achievement level in different degrees. Eventually
the findings of the study have been able to prove the multidimensional influences

concept of the family environment on children’s educational achievement.

Also the study was able to highlight the negative influence of family background and
environment on children’s educational achievement. Also the study was able to
emphasize on measures that should be taken to upgrade the efficiency of children’s
education and improve the learning teaching process of the school and measures that

should be adopted to enhance the awareness of parents about how children should be

assisted in their studies.




