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Teaching Second National Language (2NL) in Secondary schools is one of ﬂ.le
initiatives of the Government to bridge the communication gap between the ethnic
groups. Social cohesion is one of the objectives of education and it was clearly
stated by the National Education Commission in its first report. Further
communication with other ethnic groups and cultural understanding is also
highlighted in the grade 10 Teacher’s instructional manual as a main objective of
teaching 2NL. Text books have been developed for junior secondary grades by the
Educational Publication Department, yet it is claimed that there are many
shortcomings. Objectives of this study are to identify the status of achieving
objectives of teaching 2NL in Secondary grades. This study was conducted utilizing
a descriptive survey design in two educational zones in the Western province in Sri
Lanka with a sample of 75 students, 16 principals and 50 teachers from 16 school
Quantitative and qualitative data were gathered using questionnaires, focus
interviews and observation of teaching — learning process in classrooms.
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