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A B S T R A C T 

The main o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s r e s e a r c h i s t o e n q u i r e 
i n t o the f a c t o r s which governed S r i Lanka's f o r e i g n p o l i c y 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d 1970-1982. In a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , i t a l s o 
e n q u i r e s i n t o the f a c t o r s w h ich i n f l u e n c e d S r i Lanka's f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y i n t l i e pre - 1970 e r a . 

The f i r s t p a r t o f t h e t h e s i s , w h i c l i d e a l s w i t h the 
h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s and e v o l u t i o n of S r i Lanka's f o r e i g n p o l i c y 
a t t e m p t s t o i d e n t i f y the b a s i c c o n c e p t s and i n f l u e n c e s e x e r t e d 
by b o t h i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l f a c t o r s i n s h a p i n g th e 
independent and n o n - a l i g n e d c h a r a c t e r of a f o r e i g n p o l i c y . 

The second p a r t of t h e t h e s i s , which i s t h e main s t u d y , 
attempts f i r s t l y , t o make a c o m p a r a t i v e s tudy of t h e 
n o n - a l i g n e d p o l i c y f o l l o w e d by t h e two s u c c e s s i v e governments 
d u r i n g 197U-1982.; s e c o n d l y , t o p r e s e n t a c a s e s t u d y of a 
s m a l l s t a t e b e h a v i o u r i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s . The s i x 
c h a p t e r s i n t h i s p a r t d e s i g n e d t o r e v e a l one i m p o r t a n t theme. 
That i s S r i Lanka's i n t e r e s t i n n o n - a l i g n e d p o l i t i c s 
was governed more by economic f a c t o r s r a t l i e r t h a n p o l i t i c a l . 
In the argument i t was s a i d t h a t i t was t h i s f a c t o r which 
drew S r i Lanka t o the mainstream of n o n - a l i g n e d p o l i t i c s . 

In the l i g t i t o f t h i s f a c t , S r i Lanka 's r o l e w i t h i n the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and her c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the NAM 
a r e examined to make an a p p r a i s a l of S r i Lanka's commitments 
t o the T h i r d World cause. F i n a l l y , n o n - a l i g n e m e n t i n S r i 
Lanka's f o r e i g n p o l i c y i s viewed as a s t r a t e g y f o l l o w e d by t h e 
s u c c e s s i v e governments as a means o f o v e r c o m i n g th e problems 
of economic development. 


