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Abstract

Number theme occupies a unique place among the themes that divide mathematics into major
areas. This is because the foundation of mathematics depends on the concepts related to
number theme, its use as a tool for solving problems in other disciplines and its inevitable
application in day to day life experiences. Therefore, this situation has a compelling
requirement to research into whether a particular attention has to be paid to number theme in
mathematics teaching and learning process.

The main objective of this research is to carry out an analytical study on the learning
experiences gained under number theme of the junior secondary students who are weak in
mathematics. Comparatively low performance level of the students in mathematics, students'
low achievement level under number theme, mathematics teachers' inability to properly
inculcate this concept among their students and the great need to propose remedial measures
to overcome this situation bring the rationale for the study.

Nonrandom, objective based sample was selected for the study and it included 200 students
from 10 schools belonging to Kelaniya Education Zone in the western province. Of them 125
students with their mathematics exercise books-and 25 mathematics teachers were observed.
In addition, 25 mathematics teachers, 75 other teachers and 34 parents were selected for
administering questionnaires.

Observation and questionnaires were used as main research instruments. Both quantitative and
qualitative data analysis methods including percentage, mean, basic statistical methods and
content analysis were used for analyzing data.

The results of the research revealed that teachers' ineffectiveness in the use of educational
theory, methodology and classroom strategies in teaching number theme to the students has
caused difficulties among the students in the acquisition of the basic knowledge of number
theme. . Further, lack of mathematics leaning strategies among the students has aggravated
this situation.

In conclusion, appropriately changing the mathematics teachers' teaching learning
methodology, equipping the students with effective mathematics learning strategies and
integrating mathematics teaching learning process with the day to day experiences of the
students can be suggested as remedial procedures.




