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Session Schedule
October 17, 2018
‘Sinhala Studies at Crossroads’

Session One (Concurrent Sessions)
10.00am- 11.15am

Econ Auditorium
Sub Theme: Literary Studies

Session Organizers: Ms. Kumudu Karunatne/ Mr. Osanda Gunaratne

Session Chairperson: Mr. Piyal Kariyawasam
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MB Ariyapala Auditorium

Session Organizers: Ms. Kalyani Wijesundara/ Ms. Deepachandi Abeysinghe

Sub Theme: Socio-Anthropological Studies

Session Chairperson: Dr. Pradeep Peris

| A Study on Validity of Prophetic Dreams with Reference to Buddhist
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Faculty Boardroom
Sub Theme: Language and Linguistics ‘
Session Organizers: Prof. Sandagomi Coperahewa/ Achinthya Bandara/ Ms. Chamali Seneviratne ‘
Session Chairperson: Prof. KNO Dharmadasa
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§8829 A Corpus-based Morphological Analysis of Sinhala Non-Finite Verbs Gihan Dias

§8833 The use of questions in mediated political debates in Sinhala Kaushalya Perera
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Session Two (Concurrent Sessions)
11.20am- 12.35pm

Econ Auditorium
Sub Theme: Cultural Stndies
Sessien Organizers: Snr. Prof. Ananda Tissa Kumara/ Dr. Jayanthi Bandara
Session Chairperson: Senior Prof. Ryj Somadeva
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Prof. MB Ariyapala Auditorium
Sub Theme: Language and Linguistics
Session Organizers: Prof. Sandagomi Coperahewa/ Mr. Achinthya Bandara/Ms. Chamali Seneviratne
Session Chairperson: Dr. Kaushalya Perera
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Faculty Boardroom
Sub Theme: Drama, Performing and Fine Arts
Session Organizers: Dr. Ranjith Senanayake’ Nadee Kumari

Session Chairperson: Dr. Saumya Liyanage
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Session Three (Concurrent Sessions)
03.15pm- 04.30pm

Econ Auditorizm
Sub Theme: Socio-Anthropological Studies

Session Organizers: Ms. Kalyani Wijesundara/ Ms. Deepachandi Abeysinghe

Session Chairperson: Prof. Jayadcva Uyangoda
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Session Organizers: Prof. Sandagomi Coperahewa/ Mr. Achinthya Bandara’Ms. Chamali Seneviratne

Prof. MB Arivapala Auditorium
Sub Theme: Language and Linguistics

Session Chairperson: Prof. Ratnasin Arangala
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Session Three (Concurrent Sessions)
03.15pm- 04.30pm

Econ Auditorium
Sub Theme: Socio-Anthropological Studies
Session Organizers: Ms. Kalyani Wijesundara/ Ms. Deepachandi Abeysinghe
Session Chairperson: Prof, Jayadeva Uyangoda
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Prof. MB Ariyapala Auditorium
Sub Theme: Language and Linguistics
Session Organizers: Prof. Sandagomi Coperahewa/ Mr. Achinthya Bandara/Ms, Chamali Seneviratme
Session Chairperson: Prof. Ratnasin Arangala
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Translating selected chapters of the “Language™ of Leonard Bloomfield

58519 into Sinhalese with a critical essay on challenges occurred when Nayomi Madupani
translating
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Faculty Boardroom
Sub Theme: Oriental Studies
Session Organizers: Dr. Premasiri Nagasinghe/ Ms. Ruwini Nisansala
Session Chairperson: Senior Professor Ananda Tissa Kumara
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SSS57 A critical analysis on Buddhist theory of Momentariness which was Narada
challenged by Badarayana (with reference to Brahma Sutra) Dr. W.A. Gamini
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A study of the act of truth (saccakiriya) utilized in sinhala jataka stories | Ekala Dhamma
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Session Four (Concurrent Sessions)
04.45pm- 05.45pm

” Econ Auditorium
Sub Theme: Drama and Performing Arts
Session Organizers: Dr. Ranjith Senanayake/ Nadee Kumari
Session Chairperson: Dr. Sudesh Manthilake
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Prof. MB Ariyapala Auditorium
Sub Theme: Language and Linguistics
Session Organizers: Prof. Sandagomi Coperahewa’ Mr. Achinthya Bandara’Ms. Chamali Seneviratne
Session Chairperson: Prof. Gihan Dias
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A Video Screening of “My Devil Dance” followed by a Discussion
Dance theatre piece by Dr. Sudesh Mantillake

<%01s, Sri Lankan dancers were transported to Furope and later to the US to display them for
- sudiences as part of “colonial exhibition.” While colonial exhibition brought modernity to
_ankan dancers, they have suffered during their journey. Not only the dancers were displayed in
- an zoos, but also, they were not given proper facilities to protect from the cold weathcr. While
led and sold cigarettes to find

. lancers suffered from European winter weather, they

Devil Dance embodies the experience of a Sri Lankan dancer that was brought to Eurépcan
‘nial exhibition in 1880s. 1t 15 a journcy of a dancer through cultural histories, colonization, and
-colonization. As a dancer, choteographer and a researcher born and raised in Sri Lanka, |
“-2s5 an experience of colonized dancers through a postcolonial body. As a Sri Lankan dancer, |
-.ore the experience of being displayed with animals as exotic creatures. After examining
-~onal stories, cultural histories, and performance histories, ! contend that ever since the British
nization, Sri Lankans, other dancers, and 1 have become dependent on rich-white-nations,
~nations, IMF, World Bank, and corporations.

.1 Mantillake is a dancer, chorcographer. rescarcher, and an educator. He is trained in Kandyan

.. o' Sri Lanka and Kathak dance of 1ndia, theatrical clowning, and contemnporary dance. Sudesh

c.vad his BA degree from the University of Peradeniva- Sri Lunka. and MSc degree from the

: 2rsity of Lugano - Switzerland. Currently, he is pursuing a Phi) degree at the School of Theatre,
- .=. and Performance Studies at the University of Maryland. Apart from Sri Lanka, he has presented
By work in Athens, Sharjah. London, Helsinki, Lugano, New York, Virgime, Chicago, California, and
d. Sudesh has been an intern at the National Museum of Dance, New York, and at the Sri Lanka

tional, Cultural and Welfare Foundation, London. He has also done summer institute at Dance
mange (founded by Liz Lerman) Takoma Park, USA Within past three years Sudesh has performed
" zrampara. a reflection on transmission ol traditional Kandyan dance, Subvisible, a collaborative
z—znt theatre piece with musician David Chavannes, Nothing, a theatrical clown piece by Les(s)
s direeted by Leslie Felbain und Daniel Pinha, His recent choreography My Devil Dance explores
~2van dancers' experience in the Furopsan “colonial exhibitions.” Sudesh has been awarded,
.mational Teaching Fellowship (University ol Maryland. 2013-2014), Leonardo Fellowship
versity of Lugano, 2006), University Prize for Academic Excellence (University of Peradeniya,
<1 All Island Sri Lanka-Best Solo Dancer — Kandyan {Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka, 1997). His
« Ves dance of 8¥i Lanka, a Semiotic Analvsis has been published in Sinhala in 2610. Sudesh is a
—anent faculty member (currently on siudy feave) at the Department of Fine Arts in the University of
-sdemiya, Sri Lanka, '
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Internal restrictions in language education towards persons with visual
impairments: A study on aspirated and non-aspirated letters in written
Sinhala.

Ridmi Handapangoda
Department of Sinhala
University of Colombo
Ridmih95@ gmail.com

Abstract

It is observed, limitations towards persons with physical impairments by social
conventions are contributed crucially to disable them socially. As a conventional creation
by its speech community, language has not been allowed to flee from this reality. Though,
previous studies have paid considerable attention on language disorders, based on a
mological view point. However, studies focused on restrictions towards persons with
physical impairments by language are still inadequate. Hence, a study carried out with the
2bjective of identifying the internal restrictions (restrictions, directly linked with
‘2nguage) in language education towards Visually Tmpaired Persons (VIPs), paying
special attention to aspirated and nonaspirated letters in written Sinhala, The study
-+~ zaled two causes for the identified problem through analyzing the collected data. a)
Zerences between spoken and written language: Incompatible nature of sounds and
ers. b) Methods used in transcribing. This paper would make recommendations on the
-3 of results revealed through the study in order to mitigate regrettable issues, facing
s due to linguistic limitations in the context of aspirates and non-aspirates in written
ahala

~swerds: Visually impaired, Language education, Restrictions
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The use of directives by children and adults in a Sinhala-speaking
household
Lawanya Abesooriya Dr. Kaushalya Perera
BA (Hons) Senior Lecturer
University of Kelaniya University of Kelaniya
lawanya.abesooriya@gmail.com kaushalya.@english,cmb,ac.lk

sbstract

zven though Sinhala is the major language in Sri Lanka, less research on the Sinhala

znguage is evident in the areas of pragmatics and first language acquisition. Such
-asearch is, therefore, imperative at present given that the sociolinguistic context of Sri
Lanka is fast changing. This study looks at the use of directives in Sinhala-speaking
bouseholds. Specifically, directives are statements meant to produce action by another
=erson. In Sinhala, the canonical directive form is the verb ending /nna/ (e.g. ksranna ("do
) and denns ('give it')). We analysed directives in the speech of Sinhala-speaking
“uldren and adults in the context of family interactions, using recordings of five children

7 2-4 years of age and their carctakers. The data shows that adults and children use
»arying degrees of directives; the two groups prefer different categories of directives as
well. We note some overlaps with prior research on directives in general (Ervin-Tripp,
1976) and with Sinhala specifically (Fedricks, 2012), as we add two new categories to the
=rior classification. We also highlight the need for future research in both Sinhala and
:=1id-directed speech in Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Directives, Child directed speech, Sinhala, Politeness, First language
acquisition, Sinhala pragmatics.
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Influence of gender on perception of landscape: a study of Colombo
Viharamahadivi park

M.D B. Perera
Faculty of Architecture
Umiversity of Moratuwa
deemathi.perera@gmail.com

Abstract
This study investigates the influence of gender on perception of landscape, with reference

to Viharamahadevi Park in Colombo. The exiting literature suggests that there is a
difference in perception of landscapes in reference to the user. In Asian countries such as
Sri Lanka, a clear difference in perception of landscapes could be expected due to strong
but varying socio cultural influences on different genders. Perception theories were
identified through a literature survey. The emphasis were paid to the visual perception
theorties linked to experiencing landscapes.

The presence of different visual landscape characters at Viharamahadevi Park lead to the
selection of it as the case study. A questioner was used to collect data from general public
who patronized the park regularly, and the second year undergraduate students following
the degree of Landscape Architecture at University of Moratuwa.

The analysis of data indicates that therc is a no clear difference of preference in
landscapes between the female and male gender with the public users. The male gender of
public who patronize the park has intention to interact with it, such as spend their time
with nature or for relaxation. However the majority of the females of public use the park
unintentionally due to social requirements. There is a significant difference in order of
perception according to the gender among the second year undergraduate students.

Landscape students have comparatively good sense on landscape than the general public.
The knowledge supports them to have a clear visual perception, which coupled with
gender orientations make a strong difference with male and female students. But due to
the lack of information and the insufficient clear sense, general users do not emphasis a
clear gender differences in regard to landscape perception in local context.

Keywords : Landscape, Visual perception, Gender.
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Translating selected chapters of the “Language” of Leonard Bloomfield
into Sinhalese with a critical essay on challenges
occurred when translating.

K. M. Nayomi Madhupani
Assistant Lecturer
Department of Sinhalese
University of Peradeniya
nayomimadhupani3 | 7@gmail.com

Abstract

The study of language and linguistics is one of the most important fields of study today
and many linguists in the world have written various books on it. Among them, the
“Language” of Leonard Bloomfield is a standard and classical work which covers many
areas of language and linguistics field. There seems a less tendency of using sources
which are published in English and other languages among the students who study the
subject in Sinhala medium. Yet studying these books is very effective for them due to the
shortage of sources published in Sinhala language on this field of study. This study
therefore attempts to impart the knowledge to Sinhala medium students by translating
selected important chapters of the “Language” of Bloomfield into Sinhalese, and to reveal
problems and challenges occurred when translating and the ways to solve them, by a
critical essay. This essay would be useful for the beginners of the Study of Translating,
under the sub category of non-fictional translating. To achieve these objectives, an
introduction is provided about the book and author, the study of language and linguistics,
translating and non-fictional translations under the first chapter. The second chapter is the
critical essay and the third chapter is translation work including the preface and selected
chapters of the book. In the fourth chapter, a list of technical terms and the index are
provided. Qualitative method, data analysis and theories of scholars in translation field are
used as method and methodology. The study reveals that the problems and challenges
occur when translating a classical non-fictional book can be solved by using and creating
applicable technical terms, translating theoretical conceptions clearly and using
comprehensible examples in target language in place of examples in source language.

Keywords: Bloomfield, Classical and non-fictional, Theoretical Conceptions, Critical
Essay.
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a study of the act of truth (Saccakiriya) utilized
in Sinhala Jataka stories as a specific writing technique

Ven. Ekala Dhammanisanthi
Lecturer (Temporary)
Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies
Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya
dhammansianthithero@gmail.com

Abstract

The present study literary and ethically examines the act of truth utilized in Jataka
stories as a special writing technique. There are many stories, which incorporate
the concept of the act of truth included in the Sinhala Jataka text. Among these,
many stories, Suruci, Kattahari, Supparaka, Andhabhiita, Mahamora,
Khandahala, Mahanarada Kassapa, Jayaddiva, Candakumara, Sambiula,
Sutasoma and Sama Jataka-s are very popular. The act of truth has been
emphasize the importance human qualities, no external force can do harm and the
favorable results of good behavior. The act of truth has been literally represented
in Jataka stories based on incidents such as raining, fire fighting and prevention
from poison, recover from illness and changing natural phenomena. Sinhala
Jataka story writers have included relate to the act of truth as a technique in
writing to improve the belief system and human qualities of readers the act of truth
has been depicted not only by the character of Bodhisatta but also by actual and
animal characters.

Keywords: Act of truth (Satfyakriya), Jataka, Literature, Writing technique
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A corpus-based morphological analysis of Sinhala
non-finite verbs
W.S. Nimasha Dilshani W.S. Nimasha Dilshani
Dep artment of Computer science and Dep artment of Computer science and
Engineering Engineering
Universtiy of Moratuwa Universtiy of Moratuwa
nimashadilshani(@de.mrt.ac.lk.com gihan@uom.lk

Abstract
Sinhala is a morphologically rich, highly inflected language. It is also considered low-

resourced. This research is a major step in the development of a morphological analyzer
and synthesizer for the Sinhala language which has been a long-feit need. A set of rules to
construct all conjugational forms of Sinhala non-finite verbs was developed based on a
corpus which includes text from Sinhala official letters and newspapers. A lexicon of
18,000,000 tokens extracted from the corpus was used in the analysis. The research
identified 11 categories specific to non-finite verbs (in addition to the general verb
categories). 31 conjugated forms of non-finite verbs and the category of cach such form
were identified. 23 Sinhala non-finite verbal phrases and their constituent verb forms and

coordinating conjunctions were also identified.

Four main verb classes and 19 subclasses were identified and set of rules, based on
phonological principles, for constructing and analyzing Sinhala non-finite verbs were
identified and expressed in a form suitable to be used in a computer-based system.

Keywords: Morphology, Sinhala language, Corpus linguistics, Non-finite verbs,
Morphological rules
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Gendered Taboo Words: A sociolinguistic study of the use of taboo
words among young bilingual men and women in Sri Lanka

D N H Dewasiri

Undergraduate — 3° year
Department of English, Faculty of Arts
University of Colombo
hiranyada.dewasiri@@gmail.com

Abstract

This research cxplores the different use of taboo words by young bilingual males and
females. Through studying the linguistic behaviour of a group of young men and women
from the western province of Sri Lanka through their attitudes towards and their pattern of
usage of the words "fuck’ and 'g=5»®y', which are semantically similar taboo words in
English and Sinhala. This study observes that although women are reluctant to use taboo

words in their L1, they may utilize their L2 repertoire to use non-standard speech.

Keywords: Taboo words, Gender, Bilinguals

TN 25 A


mailto:hiranyada.dewasiri@gmail.com

pla]- =L R RO Bomg lscsmos Fmér Edal

SSS833

The use of questions in mediated political debates in Sinhala

Dr. Kaushalya Perera
Senior Lecturer
University of Colombo
kaushalya@english.cmb.ac.lk

Abstract

Questioning is a significant featurc of political speech as shown by prior research on
stancetaking. Stancetaking is the study of linguistic features expressing attitudes,
emotions, alignment and assessments in propositional content (Englebretson, 2007).
Little attention is given to pragmatics of Sinhala despite its long history; neither has much
work been done on the use of Sinhala in the media. This paper aims to study televised
political debates to investigate stancetaking in the Sinhala language, with specific
attention to questioning. The study uses six hours of transcribed political debates in a
qualitative analysis. Over 500 instances of questions were coded for types of questions
and stance functions. The findings reveal that the main pragmatic functions of
questioning in political debates include topic presentation, legitimization and face
threatening actions. Given the syntactic variation related to questioning and the lack of
research on the pragmatics of questions in Sinhala, a secondary goal is the categorization
of questions as they are used in political speech. The paper concludes with a discussion of
possible future smdies on pragmatics of Sinhala.

Keywords: Sinhala, Stancetaking, Questioning, Alignment, Epistemic stance, political
speech
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Knowledge transferring landscape: study of nature responding

quality in vernacular landscape architecture with spatial
reference to ritigala

T.M.N. Gunathilaka
Faculty of Architecture
k. prabhashini@gmail.com

Abstract

Development and change i1n historical [andscapes cannot be avoided. Nonetheless,
conservation cannot be neglected either, since it holds the responsibitity for preserving
the proud history, image, spirit of place and ancient, traditional knowledge base these
historic locations embody. However there can be conflicting situations with such
developments adversely affecting its ability to transfer authentic knowledge to the
present. Understanding the parameters which need to be preserved in order to support
knowledge transferring ability of a historical landscape will be a plus point during these

inevitable processes of development and conservation for the future generations to have a
real image about the past.

The existing literature suggests that landscapes have the ability of transferring knowledge
to the contemporary users. The study hypothesized that the quality of responding and
designing in harmony with nature in ancient designing is a means of transferring
knowledge of its history to present generations. Ritigala, which was built according to
natural factors and components having less modifications and disturbances due to
development has been investigated as a case study.

Theoretical framework was builtby using the philosophy of empiricism, theories of
landscape and knowledge transformation,Kaplan's information processing theory and
Kevin Lynch's imageability concept. As identified by the pilot survey, most of the Sri
Lankan visitors demonstrated to have a pre-conceived knowledge about Ritigala, before
visiting the site. Thus, foreign visitors having a lesser knowledge about Ritigalawere
selected as respondents of the final questionnaire survey for valid results.

The study revealed that the nature responding quality which was adopted during the
design and construction of Ritigala has clearly affected its ability to communicate with
the visitors as a medium of knowledge transfer. It is recommended to conduct further

studhes consilering SRt RxmRculr landscape parameters such as influence of Buddhism
and influence of India.

Keywords: Landscape, Knowledge transformation, Vernacular landscape, Empiricism
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A critical analysis on Buddhist theory of Momentariness which was
challenged by Badarayana{with reference to Brahma sutra).

Rev. Pepiliyawala Narada Dr. W.A Gamini Wijayasinghe
Assistant Lecturer Senior Lecturer
Department of Pali and Buddhist studies Department ot Pali and Buddhist studies
University of Kelaniya University of Kelaniya
pepiliyawalanarada@gmail.com gwgamini@gmail.com
Abstract

The universal reality was revealed by Lord Buddha with the purpose of guiding the
society to liberation. Since at the beginning of Buddhism Buddha he himself gave the
permission for his own disciples to examine the teachings of Blessed one’s. The Buddha's
advice was, even at the assembly of monks they should engage in doctrinal discussion or
be silence. Later after the demise of Buddha this trend gave emerge for various stands
points for Buddhist teachings as we recognize as Buddhist sects. Mainly the basic
doctrinal teaching were interprited more logically and academically in these Buddhist
sects. The universal theories were defined by Buddha on this purpose was misunderstood
by some scholars and their interpretations of these theories lead to great confusion.
Badaryana was such a scholar whose opinion regarding Buddhist Theory of
momentariness is a misinterpretation and unjustifiable. The concept of impermanence
which was elaborated by birth, decay and death of mind and matter found in early
Buddhism based the theory of momentariness later was well expanded by Abhidhamma
traditions. All formations in the universe emerge in a moment, exist in a moment, and
perish in a moment and it is a continuous process. Nevertheless, Badarayana by
misunderstanding the theory of momentaringss criticized it as a non-logical and non-
scholastic Buddhist teaching. Therefore, this research will reach a reliable and logical
conclusion by challenging the critical comments of Badarayana against the Buddhist
theory of momentariness.

This is a qualitative research based on primary and secondary sources. The pali canon.
commentaries, Theravada Abhidhamma text, SarvastividaAbhidhamma text and
Brahma sutra of Badarayana are referred under Primary sources. Similarly, academic
journals, Buddhist encyclopedia, reliable internet sources are referred under secondary
source.

Keywords: Buddhism, Formation, Subject to change, Momentariness, Badardyana
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