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While radicals exist on the fringes of every religion, fears about the rise of radical 

Islamism have become especially rampant over the years. It could be contended that 

radicalization does not spread unless a space is provided for it to breed. Today, radical 

Islamism has taken a life of its own and has become the default ideology for minor 

elements of Muslims around the world. There is no single explanation for radicalization 

largely because different individuals arrive at radicalism through unique routes. Islamist 

radicalism is a complex phenomenon. Its meaning and application varies from 

individual to individual and from organization to organization and is unconstrained by 

borders or a single ideology. However, understanding the drivers of radicalization is 

imperative because they have become prime tactics for radical groups to recruit 

individuals. No region in the world is immune to this occurrence. Sri Lanka is not a 

country that is widely known as a supporter of trans-border religio-centric turmoil, nor 

are her citizens traditionally been overt supporters of such conflicts. However, presently 

in Sri Lanka, there appears to be increasing insecurity about the stability of the Muslim 

community following reports of a Sri Lankan Muslim joining the group calling 

themselves the Islamic State (ISIS) and being killed. The fact that Sri Lanka has 

featured in some depictions of ISIS territorial ambitions further raises the uncertainty 

of future events yet to unfold. The radical ideology of ISIS is fast spreading around the 

world, exemplified by the growing number of recruits joining the organization by either 

physically traveling to Iraq and Syria, or by pledging allegiance to the group from 

within their home countries. Whether a similar radicalization is taking place in Sri 

Lanka amongst the Muslim community, particularly since the declaration of a Caliphate 

in June 2014 by ISIS, is a question that has not been considered. This research addresses 

a lacuna by principally using primary data gathered from amongst informed 

personalities in Sri Lanka. 
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