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Reconciliation and peacebuilding serve as motivation to mitigate violent conflict
relapse in divided socicties. Nigeria and Sri Lanka share similar experiences in
contemporary internal violent conflicts and colonial imperialism. The process of
sustaining reconciliation and peacebuilding demands coherence and active feedback
amongst state and non-state actors in order for its success. The intent of this paper is to
assess the mechanisms of implementation within the conceptual and theoretical
elements of healing, restorative justice, truth-telling and reparations. This paper further
emphasizes the lessons leamnt from existing peacebuilding models. The study adopts
descriptive, critical and interpretive analysis by relying on secondary data with specific
reference to the Niger-Delta region in Nigeria that experienced peoples’ agitations for
resource control of crude oil and natural gas derived from their lands. It started before
independence in Nigeria and culminated in a full-blown strife between the militant
armed youths with the government of Nigeria and followed an amnesty program of
peacebuilding in June, 2009. On the other hand, Northern Sri Lanka experienced a
prolonged separatist civil war of almost 30 years which ended in May 2009. Thereafter,
reconciliation became the new focus. This paper provides a better understanding of the
post-conflict reconciliation and peacebuilding processes within global experiences and

lessons to enhance best practices.
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