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-7 " there héd"ﬁean,dfﬁce the inception of the educational reforms
in Sri Léﬁk;'tn'1§f25 a controversy over the elaim of Business studies
to the status of Pre-vocntional studies. The Withed Yhakes NN
the adequacy of manual gkills in, =8 well as the potency of Busi-
ness studies to sHape new social attitudes. The writér decided to
investignte these issues. The investization of these issues led the
writer to also elucidnte the theory and practice of Preevocntional
education. This was necessitsted a8 the subject of Preevocational
educntion had not béen researched wpon previously. The theoreticnl
study formed the Tirst stage of this dissertation while the second
stoge consisted of n study of the practice of Preevocntional an-
eation with e'pngin'l relference to Business studye.

Various publient ons both local and foreiyn formed the
gource for stage T of this study which consisted of the following
sections @ |

Review of the objootives of Pre-voc-tional education.

An andlysis of the ‘concept of Pre-vocational educntion.

A compar¥stive study of this concept.

A study of 'the psychology of manual skills,

A discussion of the philesophical concepts.

‘A reviow of the organisation of.Pre-voe:tionsl educstion
in Sri Lankn.

A discussion of the systgg ot_ayalunt}pn in Sri Lankea.
The writer using 1pterview and questionnaire technigues

investignted the practice of Pree-vocntional Business studies in
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the séhodls of Sri Lanka. The dwts thus collected vere anslysed
under .f.x hends or sress. The following conclusions were srrived
4t in respect of genersl trends, ~ =  sont® '
970 1, The pupils and tenchors hAd not adecudtely s¥ssped
" tHe Tohjectives' of Pre-vocational education.

‘2. The pupils, teachers and education o/ficers had
failed to comprehend both the mesning and the
dimensions of_ih;'ooneept of manual skill.

3. The methods of tenching advocated by thé gurriculum
Development Centre as outlined in the Teachers'
Guide, had not been followed by teachers.

4¢ Facilities required for the proper tesching of
the subject were not avoilable in the schools,

5« The Pre-vocational Business studies course lacked
manual skills to sufficiently justify its status
as 8 Pre=vocational subject.

6« There appeared to have been a favoursble trend
in rezpect of the d evelopment of soecial skill‘
and attitudes. =~ '

The findings were interpreted bearing in mind the limitee

tions of this study. Some implicntions re well ns relnted proe
blems ﬁave also been identified for further rescarech. Though

thie study revenls the formation of favoursble attitndes in



o
; ;ébpoct of soeinl skiiia ﬁﬁd nfiféﬁdc:. it cannot bhe att€§$:¥'lhxﬁl
l;;‘thn prevoeation ponngrco::nh;ogx'qnly. a8 the tenching of

other prevoecational subjects nlso could heve eont!ibuted; How-
ever, it is bayoud the neepo of ihin study to” delinente any such

'1nteractive offeot.



