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AUTHOR’S NOTE

"The Silent Geographers" is bormn from a deep respect and
appreciation for the great contributions of Arab scholars in the
growth of geography. Over the years. I have carefully collected
information from various sources including books, research Papers,
review articles, journals, newspapers and websites to accomplish this

task.

The Inspiration for this book comes from the desire to reveal the
valuable contributions of Arab geographers that are mostly hidden

and unappreciated in the larger narrative of geographical history.

I aim to honour these remarkable scholars and provide
comprehensive resources that reflect their legacy. I hope that this
book not only teaches and inspires, but also testifies to the heritage of

the geographic history.

I express my sincere gratitude to to all the scholars and researchers
whose work has informed this book, and to the readers, I hope that
the analysis of the results of the Arab pioneers will be as

enlightening and rewarding for you as it has been for me.



Contents

INTRODUCTION ..ottt 11
AL TAESE e 13
ALMAMUL o 24
AlMasudi ..o 27
Al Bakri

AlBalki...

AITMAGAIB1 .o 35
Abual Fida......ooooi s 38
ALKNAL e 40
Al yaqubi ..o 43
Tbn al Haytham .........ccooooiiiiiiiiceeeceeee 44
Al biruni

Ibn Sina

Yaqut al hamavi
Tbn kardobah ... 58
Abu Abdullah Mohamed ibn Ahmad al jathani......... 60
Al KBWArIZINi v s ans 62
Thtn BAUIEA ..o 64
Tbn Rushd .o 67
ATRAZL i 70
ALdINAWALT v 128
THn JUDAIL . 131
Tbn ASWA ..o 133
Hamdollah Mostawfi .....cocvvviinieniiiseiieciinnins 135
PIH I2IS v 136
GArdiZI.oocvevesesss e 139
Muhammad ibn Yusuf al warraq.......cccocooveerrnnnne 141
Abu al Wafa al Buzjani........cccoooecvievinivieacieennns 143

CONTRIBUTIONS OF ARABS TO THE BRANCHES OF

GEOGRAPHY ..o, 146

7

Ton Khaldun .........
Mahmud al Kashgari...

T Majid oo 79
Ahmad ibn fadlan ... 83
Hamdani ... 85
Muhammad aufi ... 87
Thn Hawkal ..o 89
Ton al shathir......coviviiiiic 93
Thn Yumus ..o

Al Suyuti .

Abu Zayd

Tbn al JAWZL ..o 101
Tbn QUAAINIA ovveeiierecire et e s s ea s n 103
Sulaiman al tajir........coooiiiii e 105
Al dimashqi

Tbn al-fagih
Ulughm beg

Hassan al wazzan..

Abu Masher

ALBAMAIT .o 119
AlistakBrt v 122
Tom al Wardi........coevriiieiiici e 125



INTRODUCTION

The word "Dark Ages" describes a period of Intellectual decline in
Europe. In the Middle Ages there was economic, cultural and
intellectual decline in European world. But at the same period
economic, intellectual, and cultural development began to increase in
the Arab world. While Europe was falling behind in scientific
learning, Arabs were developing new geographical ideas and theories.
So. in this period the great scientific and geographic research raised
in Arabia. The Arab traveled over a large area in the world. Because
of these voyages, the Arabs developed their knowledge of the
geographical environment in many regions. Especially under the
Caliph Al Mansor 11{A.D 753-775) geographical knowledge began
to develop among the Arabs. Latter under the auspices of Caliph
Harun- al- Rashid “Baitul-Hikma™ (The House of Wisdom) was

established. The era of creativity and translation were started as the
result of the establishment of Baitul-Hikma. Intellectuals and experts
from all over the world were invited to teach the Arabs. As a result,
many books and research were translated into Arabic from Greek.
Latin and Persian. Also, Arabs started to contribute to many fields of
knowledge. Specially, Arabs contributed to the fields of
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mathematical geography, physical geography. regional geography.
climatology. oceanography. geomorphology. linear measurements,
limits of habitable world, and sprawl of continents and oceans (Negi,
2019). So. The Arab's contributions for the development of the field
of geography are praiseworthy. Various geological discoveries,
geographic theories, books, maps, and measurements have been
provided by Arab scholars. The achievements of Arab scholars in
oceanography, climatology and geomorphology are remarkable.

The  Arabs not only created this mathematics
that would become an indispensable tool of scientific analysis. but
also laid the foundations for these experimental research methods
which, combined with mathematical analysis, produced modern
science (Rather & Kanth, 2018). As well as the geographical guides,
books, and experiences of Arab Scholars were the roots of various
discoveries and findings made during the Renaissance. Unfortunately,
the contributions of Arab Scholars to the field of geography are
largely obscured. So according to that, some of the great
contributions of the Arab scholars to the development of geography

have been discussed here.

.Al-Idrisi, also known as Dreses in Latin, was indeed a pmmincnt.
Muslim Arab geographer and cartographer. He was born in Ceuta,
which was under the rule of the Almoravids, a Berber dynasty. He
lived during the 12th century. and his work had a significant impact

on the field of geography.

Al-Idrisi is best known for creating the Tabula Rogeriana, also
known as the Book of Roger. which is considered one of the most
advanced world maps of the medieval period. This map was
commissioned by Roger II of Sicily, and it aimed to gather and

present geographical knowledge from various sources.

During his travels, Al-Idrisi visited several prominent locations in
Europe. He explored regions such as Portugal. the Pyrenees, the
French Atlantic coast. Hungary. and Jorvik (York). These journeys
allowed him to gather information about different lands, cultures, and

people. which he incorporated into his works.

In his book Nuzhat al-Mushtag (The Pleasure Excursion for Him
Who Desires to Cross the Horizons), Al-Idrisi compiled the
geographical knowledge acquired from Islamic merchants, explorers.

and travelers.
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