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This dissertation is o attempt to investigate the gtiitudes

of rupils, teachers and porents towards the educational reforms effected
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¢ e secondary level by the Yinistry of Educaticn in Sri Lanka from

1972,
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he study endeavoured to find out whether these groups were favoure
ably or unfavourably disposed towards this programre.

he core of the new reforms was vocationel and technical in
nature and was Intended to introduce the pupils to the world of work
When this educeticnsl programme replaced the traditional

Jencral Certificate of Fdueation (Urdinary level) Programme there were
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commnte by the pupils, teachers and parents for and against these
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ch eg, Hence the need for this studye

Two Likertetype scaleg , consisting of twenty eight items

in each, mogsured the stiitudes towards the Hationsl Certificeate of

Gene ducation Programe (,0.0.E.) and the General Certificate
of Tducabion G.C.E,(0.T) Programme, of a sample of four hundred pupils,

seventy eichte teschers and seventy five parents. The pupil end the
teacher samples were selected from four schools inthe Kalutara Reg rion
ceronts of some of these pupils constituted tﬁe porent samplee

The moin objective of the investigation was to see whether

1ifferent groups mentioned had differences in attitudes towards
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the 11.0.0.5, prograomne. The results may be generzlized as follows:e

1, Siphala pupils at the end of their Secondary Education career, 72

in Sri Lenka, had a more positive sttitude towsrds the newly

developed Waticnal Certificate of General Fducation Programme
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2N towards the Generzl Certificate of Fducation (Ordinary Level)
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Eramnes This preferential attitude war found to be independent
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of sex and educationsl progranmes actually followed by the nuplls
in scheols
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eachers as s whole, working st the Secondary Fducationsl level,

in the Sinhels Vedium schools in Sri Lanka ha? » more nositive
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attitude touvards the 1.0.0.Y, Programme than tow rds the G.C.E(0,L)
Frogramme,. With regard te mele teachers this trend was clearly
evident. However, with regerd to femple teachers the differences
in attitudes towsrds the two programmes were not very significant.
noth trained and untrained teschers showed the s-we preferentizl
abttitude towards the zew programme.
Pavents of Sirhala pupile in Sri Lanka schools on the whele had
a more favourable attitude towsrds the H.C.G.E. programmee While
the male psrents showed the seme preferential attitude, the femzle
parents showed no such preference, In the case of middle class
norents, there was no signilicant difference in attitude towards
the two progremmes, but the lower riddle class showed preference
for the H.C.Q.E,

The ghove generaligstions are subject to the liwmitations
ndicated below
1. The sample of pupils, teachers and psrents hes been selected

from one Fducational Meglon,

2+ The low response rate of parenis,

Though the Taril Medium schools were not included for

this investigaticn, one masy argue that these generaligations coulQ/)
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could be applied to the Tamil pupils, teachers and parents because

sttitudes are not influenced by the medivm of instruction,

This study nrovides a ease in point to show that attitudes
of relevant groups of persons should be ascertained before educational
innovebions sre undertsken.

Humercus research studies of thés nature asre therefore
necesssry if Sri Lanka is to establish a system of education that

wlll help develop political, economic, sccial snd cultural stability.



