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Abstract

The present state system of schools claims
to provide equality of cpportunity by the provision
of an almost uwniform education in all schools. ALl
state schools provide a common curriculum without
streaming upto the end of the junior sccondary level
which till 1977 terminated at grade nine. All state
schools also provide free cducation. Rducation in
these is through the mother tongue. Teachers are
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appointed Lo state schools irrespec
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the locality
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of the school and without discrimination. Students
from all state schools sit for & common state exami-

nation which from 1675 came to be known as the National
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of general Bducatione.
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1t was hoped therefore thhat all students
have equality oi opportunity and equal accessibility.
As n result of the enforcement of a radius rule for

Jdmission, the expectation was that a child would enter

o
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a school in close proximity to his residence and complecte
the junior seccondary ievel with the N.C.Geke examination,
oach according to his ability and not according to his

socilo-gcconcmic civecumstancese

pespite this claim a distinct diflference oxist

in the demand for eazch school. There is a rush for entry
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into prestigious schools which are in consequence
overcrowded. AS against this there are schools
which are less attractive to parents and have
therefore remained under utilized. The prestigious
schools located in affluent environments cater to
the wealthicer classes and children from'lower classes™
are shut off from these schools despite the radius
rule. At the same time bthere are some schools which
childrer from richer classes shune Different types
of schools catering to different classes located in
dif ferent environments can thus be identified.
The main purpose of this study is
(1) to identify scveral types of schoels among the
Sinhala medium state schools of the Western
province, educationally the most developed region.
Six types of schools were identified by the
rescarcher by a system of subjective classification.
(2) to ascertain whother significant differeunces
oxisted in achievement:
(1) between urban and rural schools
(ii) among the six types of Bchools,
and,
(5) to assess whoether
(iii) sex diffecrences

(iv) teacher differences: whether taught by

s

graduate and non graduate trained tecachers,

had a significant impact on achicvement.
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Achicvement was mecasured by a concept test
in social studies. The test was constructed and
standardized by the researcher. A sample of 2400
students from the population of junior secondary
school leavers of 1976 (western Province) was
selected for this study. The sample consisted of
equal rumbers from the urban and rural sectors, cach
type oi school and each soXe

Significant differences wcrce found between
urban and rural schocls, among the six types of
schiools and among the sexes. The results of this
analysis and the reacarcher's interpretations of
his findings (aided by & questionnaire administered
to the sample and tecachers, and follow up interviews)
are presented in the hope that they may contribute
to the development of strategices and methodologies
designed to reduce ecducational and social imbalances
which are a barricr to the promotion of equality

of cducational opporiuniitye.



