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ABSTRACT

The aim of the present research is to investigate into the nature of teaching

learning process in the schools of multicultural background in Sri Lanka.

The objectives of the research under the aims stated above, is to the
investigate the interpersonal relationships among students from the schools of
multicultural background, study the contribution of the school text books towards
retention of the multicultural nature of such schools, study the influence of the co-
curricular activities on the retention of the multicultural nature, study the
performance disparities among students from schools of multicultural background,
investigate the attitudes of teachers and students about the teaching learning process
in multicultural class room, and identify the problems associated with the schools of

multicultural backgrounds.

According to the analysis of the litérature, it is obvious that ‘large number of
research related to the multicultural education have been carried out by the western
countries based on school principals and teachers, teaching learning process, effect
of the school environment, curriculum, interpersonal relationships among students
text books, vocational requirements of students, contribution of the families for the

education of students, and the issues existing in the multicultural education.

The study was limited only for the schools at Colombo district which have
the multicultural nature and educational activities are conducted in Sinhala medium.
Ten (10) schools from among them were selected as the sample and the sample
Survey Research Approach was used as the research tools. Information for the study
was collected from principals of the 10 schools, students, teachers and parents of the
children of the schools, using the Random Sample Survey and attitude tests methods.
Information wés collected through questionnaires, attitude tests, interviews and

observations.

Finally the data thus collected were analyzed and interpreted using

percentages tables, graphs and simple statistical methods.
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The findings of the research were: that the interpersonal relationships among
the students of the schools of multicultural background were at high level and
although the contribution of the text books for the protection of the multicultural
nature was at low level, out of the grade 9 text books, some of the text books given
for certain subjects have contributed in a long way to protect the multicultural nature
as the conclusion of this study. It has been observed, co curricular activities also
affect various ways on the stage of multicultural states and from the subject field
except English, from all other subjects, Sinhala, Buddhist students were at the top
level. Teachers and students have positive attitudes for the learning teaching process
at the multicultural schools. Further, it has been cleared by the study that there were

number of issues including language problem for the teachers as well as students.

Based on the findings mentioned earlier, the following recommendations are
made on the teaching — learning process in schools with multicultural backgrounds,
such as learning in groups is more desirable in a multicultural atmosphere,
multicultural participation in school clubs, societies should be encouraged, text
books should include material which promote attitudes and tolerance necessary to
live in harmoniously in a multicultural set up, school assemblies should promote the

| participation of students of all religions on a regular basis. The participation of non
Sinhala students in sports and leadership promotion activities should also be
encouraged while students should be given the opportunity to study their own
religion. To achieve all this it is felt that the teachers and principals should be

adequate trained to work in a multicultural atmosphere.

It is obvious that the results of the study will be definitely helpful to all
decisions makers and others related to that, regarding multicultural schools in Sri
Lanka and also to success the learning teaching process within the multicultural

schools where the education is giving in Sinhala medium.




