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ABSTRACT 

T h i s study of r e a l i s m , animism and a r t i f i c i a l ism i n the 

s e l e c t e d e t h n i c group of c h i l d r e n i n S r i Lanka i s modeled 

on P i a g e t s study. 

The c l i n i c a l method and the s t a n d a r d i z e d procedure f o r the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of animism by R.W, Russel and Wayne Dennis 

served as instruments f o r g a t h e r i n g data. Documentary sources 

i n anthropology, r e p o r t e d r e s e a r c h of c r o s s - c u l t u r a l P i a g e t i a n 

s t u d i e s were a l s o used to gather a d d i t i o n a l data, i 

The elements of p o p u l a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t c o n s i s t e d of c h i l d r e n 

b e l o n g i n g t o the Tamil e t h n i c group s t u d y i n g i n p r e - s c h o o l s 

and s c h o o l s of Colombo and J a f f n a . The sample was purposive 

s t r a t i f i e d and p r o p o r t i o n a t e . The s t r a t i f i c a t i o n was done 

on the b a s i s of g e o g r a p h i c a l area, age, sex and s o c i o economic 

background. 

The f i n a l sample c o n s i s t e d of 400 c h i l d r e n t h e i r ages ranging 

from 3 y r s 0 months t o 12 yrs t o 11 months. Care was taken 

to match the d i f f e r e n t age groups i n sex geographic area 

and s o c i o economic background, so t h a t the extraneous v a r i a b l e 

would c a n c e l out. 

The o b j e c t i v e s o f the study were as f o l l o w s : . 

1. To study animism and the a l l i e d concepts of r e a l i s m 

and a r t i f i c i a l i s m i n c h i l d r e n of a s e l e c t e d e t h n i c group 

i n S r i Lanka. 
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a) To re-examine P i a g e t ' s (192 4) c o n t e n t i o n t h a t the 

development o f the c h i l d ' s c o n c e p t i o n of animism con

s i s t s of four substages, w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o the s e l e c t e d 

e t h n i c group. - " 

b) To study the c o r r e l a t i o n of the stage of the concept 

•* o f animism w i t h c h r o n o l o g i c a l age i n the s e l e c t e d group. 

c) To i d e n t i f y the f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the development 

of the a n i m i s t i c and a l l i e d concepts i n the s e l e c t e d 

group. . • '• 

The data gathered was s u b j e c t e d to q u a l i t a t i v e and q u a n t i t a t i v e 

s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s . On the r e s u l t s o f i t the f o l l o w i n g 

c o n c l u s i o n were drawn. 

1. I t i s p o s s i b l e to c l a s s i f y i n d i v i d u a l s i n t o the stages 

of a n i m i s t i c concepts suggested by P i a g e t . 

2. The r e l a t i o n s h i p between the c h r o n o l o g i c a l age and the 

percentage of students a t t a i n i n g the d i f f e r e n t stages 

: r e p r e s e n t g r a d a t i o n . There are however very wide i n d i 

v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s . 

3. The frequency o f a n i m i s t i c responses decreases w i t h 

i n c r e a s i n g c h r o n o l o g i c a l age. 

4. The d i f f e r e n c e i n the degree of a n i m i s t i c t h i n k i n g i n 

boys and g i r l s i s not s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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5. There i s correspondence between the stages of animism 

and a r t i f i c i a l i s m . Though the c o r r e l a t i o n between animism 

and a r t i f i c i a l i s m i s not a p e r f e c t p o s i t i v e one^at a l l 

s t a g e s . 

6. In r e s p e c t to animism and a l l i e d concepts the sequence 

of stages seems t o be a g l o b a l t r e n d , the ages at which 

c h i l d r e n a t t a i n the d i f f e r e n t stages may vary i n d i f f e r e n t 

c u l t u r e s . I t was a l s o found t h a t the l e v e l o f concept 

attainment i s a f u n c t i o n o f t r a i n i n g as w e l l as matur

a t i o n from middle c h i l d h o o d onward. I t may be s a i d t h a t 

t h e r e are fundamental p r o p e r t i e s of thought which are 

u n i v e r s a l to a l l mankind e s p e c i a l l y i n c h i l d h o o d . 

7, There are a n a l o g i e s or convergence between the thought 

a f the c h i l d and p r i m i t i v e o r p r e - h i s t o r i c a l thought 

i n the areas of animism and a l l i e d concepts. The reason 

f o r the analogy i s beyond the scope o f our r e s e a r c h , 

8, The f a c t o r s which c o n t r i b u t e to animism and a l l i e d 

concepts i n the o l d e r c h i l d r e n were found to be mainly 

the i n f l u e n c e o f r e l i g i o n c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n f o l k l o r e , 

l i t e r a t u r e and i n f l u e n c e of e l d e r s , • 

The c o n c l u s i o n drawn i n t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n cannot be gene

r a l i s e d due to the l i m i t a t i o n o f the sample. 

I t i s hoped t h a t t h e s e f i n d i n g s would be u s e f u l to the 

p r e - s c h o o l and primary s c h o o l 1- d u c a t o r s . 
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