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A B S T R A C T 

The present research study invest igates the role per formance of the upper pnmar^' 

teacher in envi ronmental s tudies. T h e current re-awakening on pr imary educat ion, 

efforts to promote environmental educa t ion both locally and global ly as well as the 

researcher 's own exper iences as a teacher educator at p re -schoo l and primary-

school level great ly inspired this s tudy. It w a s env isaged to examine the feasibility of 

finding a 'real ist ic approach ' to teach ing envi ronmental s tud ies to the primary 

students, spec ia l l y due to the spec i f i c nature of the subject. Observa t ion of teaching 

practice of student teachers conv inced the researcher , that the teachers in 

envi ronmental s tudies had no c lear percept ions on teaching st rategies or performed 

their role success fu l l y . The study w a s m a d e at three levels, a pilot study, a survey 

and an in-depth study. The s a m p l e of the survey compr ised of 300 trained and 

untrained teachers , randomly se lec ted f rom seven districts. T h e in-depth study was 

carr ied on a stratified sample cons is t ing of 30 teachers from 15 schoo l s representing 

3 distr icts. 

The percept ions of the teachers on the role of the E V S teacher was* 

invest igated by the survey, whi le the in-depth study exam ined the instructional 

strategies adop ted by the teachers . T h e resul ts of the ach ievemen t test given to the 

students of the teachers observed were corre lated with the s c o r e s of the particular 

teacher to a s s e s s the impact of the per formance of the teacher had on the 

ach ievement levels of the s tudents . T h u s the percept ions, per fo rmance and the 

product of the teacher came under c l ose scrutiny, in the present study. Finally on the 

basis of the major f indings of the study, conc lus ions related to the instructor and 

facilitator role of the teacher were arr ived at and the strategies des igned and used in 

their per fo rmance were examined . In this p rocess a feasib le instructional strategy 

model for the upper primary E V S teacher , and on instruct ional des ign for the 

teacher- t ra inee were der ived. Stat ist ical p rocedures adopted in the ana lys is of da ta . ' 

S p e a r m a n ' s rank order correlat ion, A n a l y s i s of var iance, D u n c a n procedure test and 

the Factor ana lys is substantial ly s t reng thened the ef f icacy of the f indings. 

The sugges t ions of this research study we re intended to effect an attitudinal change 

in the E V S teachers , and bring about n e c e s s a r y c h a n g e s in the E V S curr iculum, the 

mode of instruction and the pro fess iona l advancemen t of the E V S teacher in 

particular. It. was also expec ted to promote the national effort in environmental 

educat ion. The phi losophy under ly ing this research study is env isaged as 

accountabi l i ty of the teacher and the competency based teacher 's task which 

strongly contr ibute to the ach ievement of the student. 


