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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the present study i g to i d e n t i f y the l i m i t a t i o n s 

i n concept formation, language, motor, manipulative development 

and s o c i a l , emotional adjustment i n Pre-school c h i l d r e n of 4 - 5 

years of age of the urban low income group of Colombo c i t y . 

Two hypothesis were t e s t e d . The f i r s t hypothesis was that there 

i s no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n concept formation, language, motor, 

manipulative development and s o c i a l , emotional adjustment i n pre

school c h i l d r e n aged 4 - 5 years of the low income group of the 

urban slums and those pre-school c h i l d r e n aged 4 - 5 years of the 

higher income earners (mostly p r o f e s s i o n a l s ) of the c i t y of 

Colombo. The second hypothesis was that there i s no s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e i n the p a r e n t a l involvement and p r e p a r a t i o n of c h i l d r e n 

f o r s c h o o l , i n b a s i c s k i l l s needed f o r Grade I i n the homes ofthe low 

income group and i n the homes of the upper income group i n the 

c i t y of Colombo. , •* . -

The sample was s e l e c t e d from one age group - i e . 4 - 5 year o l d 

c h i l d r e n , both g i r l s and boys. No attempt was made to have an equal 

number of boys and g i r l s . The t o t a l number of c h i l d r e n was 120, 

drawn from f i v e pre-schools. S i x t y c h i l d r e n from the urban low 

income group were s e l e c t e d from three outstanding slum areas of 

Colombo c i t y . S i x t y c h i l d r e n ^rcm the upper income group (mostly 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ) , comprised the other group. These c h i l d r e n had been 

i n the .pre-schools f o r one year and were i n the second year which 



was t h e i r f i n a l year i n the pre-school when the study commenced. 

The p r e - t e s t was conducted at the be g i n i n g of the year and the 

post t e s t a f t e r e i g h t months i n t h e i r f i n a l year at the pre

s c h o o l . In a d d i t i o n to the pre-school v a r i a b l e s , the home en

vironment of the c h i l d r e n was s t u d i e d i n r e l a t i o n to the stimu

l a t i o n and p r e p a r a t i o n f o r Grade 1, 

The data obtained i n t h i s study was analysed and the d i s c u s s i o n 

focussed on the outcome of the hypothesis that were t e s t e d . The 

study showed that the c h i l d r e n of the low income group were back^ 

ward i n t h e i r language development, f i n e r manipulative s k i l l s , 

and to a c e r t a i n extent i n concept formation. 

The data pointed to the need f o r q u a l i t y improvement i n the areas 

of teaching and l e a r n i n g f o r c h i l d r e n of the low income group 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the b a s i c s k i l l s needed f o r Grade I . An e n r i c h 

ment programme of study and g u i d e l i n e s f o r teachers were drawn up 

to help these c h i l d r e n as w e l l as pre-school teachers who are 

engaged i n teaching i n the slum areas of Colombo c i t y . 


