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ABSTRACT 

The study focusses a t t e n t i o n on suburban 

land use changes around Colombo during 1956 - 1988, t h e i r causes 

and consequences. 

Population i n c r e a s e i n suburbs, stage-

wise development of i n n e r and o u t e r c r e s c e n t s of s u b u r b s , 

c o n s t r a i n t s t o s u b u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t and t h e t r e n d s of 

suburbanization are d e a l t with i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y chapters. The 

sequence o i suburbanization i s presented i n comparison with that 

of B r i t a i n . • 

. ; In chapters 5,6 and 7, an attempt i s made 

to provide a comprehensive account of the e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n of 

land uses and t h e i r changes since 1956. Factors that l e d to land 

use changes i n suburbs, contemporary land use features and the 

f u n c t i o n a l aspect of land use changes i n the area are presented 

i n d e t a i l . Development of land uses along a s e l e c t e d t r a n s e c t i s 

h i g h l i g h t e d i n a h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . 

Three suburbs v i z . Kotte, Maharagama and 

Moratuwa that are undergoing r a p i d land use changes are s e l e c t e d 

f o r an i n - d e p t h s t u d y ^ E x p a n s i o n of c o m m e r c i a l a r e a s of 

Maharagama and Nugegoda are studied s e p a r a t e l y along with the 

r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the three s e r v i c e centres. 


