
 
 

Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference 

on Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

ICICH 2020 

Virtual Conference  

 

 

Fostering Folklore Research 

“Enriching Global Citizens through Traditional Insights” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th and 19th December 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Anthropology 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura 



 
 

Proceedings of International Conference on Intangible Cultural Heritage  

255 Pages 

ISSN: 2550-2360 

Copyright© Department of Anthropology 

All rights are reserved according to the Code of Intellectual Property Act of Sri 
Lanka, 2003 

Published by: Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences (FHSS), University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka 

Tel/Fax: +94 (0) 11 2801187  

 

Disclaimer 

The responsibility for opinions expressed, in articles, studies and other 

contributions in this publication rests solely with their authors, and this publication 

does not constitute an endorsement by Multi-Disciplinary Research Center or 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of the opinions so expressed in them. 

Official Website of the Conference: http://fhss.sjp.ac.lk/icich 

 

Published By  : Department of Anthropology,  

 University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka. 

Printed By  : Cybergate Services (Pvt.) Ltd. 

 57 A, Soratha Mawatha, Ganodawila,  

 Nugegoda, Sri Lanka. 

Cover Design by : Sajith Madusanka Bansayake 

  Web Team,  

  University of Sri Jayewardenepura. 



72 

 

The Lotus: analysis of the Intercultural communication implications 

A. Lokumanange 

Department of Mass Media Sri Palee Campus, University of Colombo 

amila@spc.cmb.ac.lk 

This Study Analyzed, Intercultural communication implication of the lotus. Intercultural 

communication is directly related to socio-cultural anthropology, the holistic study of 

humanity. Anthropologists argue that culture and established areas of communication refer 

to the process of exchanging information, usually via a common system of symbols. Human 

beings have evolved a universal capacity to conceive of the world symbolically, to teach and 

learn such symbols socially, and to transform the world based on such symbols. Symbols try 

to convey something that belongs to the unconscious, the unchartered world, clearly to the 

conscious. Lotus has its roots in the dirt, and its stem grows out of the water surface. 

Objectives of this research were study the symbolic meaning of the lotus according to 

cultural and study the intercultural communication implications of the lotus flower. 

Methodology of the research was the study of primary and secondary sources related to 

cultural symbols. A research structure was formulated to enable an analysis of lotus symbol, 

covering background and symbolic meaning according to different culture. Because the lotus 

flower looks so clean and pure against the background of the dirty pond, it has been used to 

represent purity and beauty. The lotus is one of the Eight Auspicious Symbols of Buddhism. 

Color of a lotus conveys a particular meanings and it represent cosmic of harmony. Lots of 

Hindu Gods are sitting on a Lotus. Symbols deliver meanings and power to people. Symbols 

present not only the representative meanings but also the power within. Symbols play the 

role as a bridge that connects the two separate dimensions. In other words, symbols connect 

the unknown and known, and the conscious and unconscious. The language of symbols is a 

visual, poetic language with many layers of meanings and depth. It can be change by country 

to country. It inspires us to understand cultural values and beliefs by their own meaning of 

symbols through intercultural communication.  
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