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Abstract 

Social ne twork sites are pro f i l e -based web sites that a l l ow users to ma in ta in social 
re lat ionships by v i ew ing , v is i t ing , and shar ing the i r l ists of socia l connect ions w i t h other 
members (Boyd & E l l i s on 2007 ] . The objectives of this s tudy was to s tudy whe the r there 
is a gender-based dif ference i n hav ing access to Facebook, Twi t ter , Skype, e-mail , and 
Short Messag ing Service (SMS) a m o n g the n e w entrants to the Facul ty of Management 
(FM), Un ivers i ty of Peraden iya and the i r w i l l ingness to communica te w i t h the l i b ra ry 
us ing these accounts. Data we r e gathered us ing a s t ruc tured quest ionnai re d is t r ibuted 
among 149 new entrants to the F M , w h e n they reg istered in the l i b ra ry in February 2015. 
The response rate was 8 6 % and SPSS (Ver.13) was used to analyse the data. 

F indings conf i rmed that, 60 (47.2%] were male and 67 (52.8%] were female. Out of the 
total, 41 (68.3%] male and 42 (64.6%) female respondents have FB accounts, 05 (8.3%) 
male and 05 (7.7%) of female n e w entrants have Tw i t t e r accounts, and 13 (21.7%) males 
and 19 (29.2%) of females have Skype accounts. It is ev ident that, FB is more popular 
among the respondents . Th i r t y two males (53.3%) and 30 (46.2%) females have emai l 
accounts. They were also asked whe the r they l ike to communica te w i t h the l i b ra ry by 
us ing any of these accounts and 37 (61.7) of males and 35 (53.8%) of females conf i rmed 
that they are w i l l i n g and 39 (65%) males and 40 (61.5%) females con f i rmed that they l ike 
to receive SMSs f rom the l ibrary . A l though a gender-based difference was observed this 
was not p roved as stat ist ica l ly signif icant. 

The l ib rar ians w h o deve lop t r a in ing p rog rammes and p lan in fo rmat ion services need to 
pay attent ion to the preferences of the n e w entrants and at tempt to marke t the 
in format ion resources and serv ices th rough the med ia more fami l iar to them. A t the same 
time, l i b ra ry shou ld concentrate on organ is ing t ra in ing sessions to p romote the use of 
social med ia and ema i l among the undergraduates so that the c ommun i ca t i on be tween the 
fast and the such soc ia l med ia to improve the i r ab i l i ty to use socia l med ia and to improve 
the awareness of hav ing c ommun i ca t i on w i t h the l i b ra ry dig i ta l ly th rough these socia l 
networks. 
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