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SOME ASPECTS OF MALAYSIAN CUlTURE

PROF. KUSUMA E. KARUNARATNE'
BA (Hons.). M A, Ph. D

Malaysia is amulti-ethnic nation consisting of Malays (53.9%), Chinese
(34.9 %), Indian (10,5 %) and others (0.7%). The Malay Peninsular, Penang,
Sabah and Sarawak together form Malaysia, According to the present National
Cultural Policy of Malaysia the base of National Culture is the culture which
is native to this region and Islam, as the official religion of Malaysia plays an
important role in the formation of National Culture. In this respect the culture
which· is native to this country is implied by the term 'Malaysian Culture' in this

paper:

The Malaysian culture has a long history. First as a native culture with
its animistic beliefs and limited world-view and then being influenced by the
Indian cultures (Hindu and Buddhist cultural traits) around 8th and 9th centuries
A.D. There is evidence of Indian influence to Malay culture even prior to
8th century A.D. but it does not seem to have had a strong impact. Subse-
quently the influence of Islam during the 15th century made deeper in-roads
into this culture, substantially changing its course. Over the centurie.s Malay-
sian culture has acquired various eleinents from other cultures but without
losing its own basic elements.

A study of Malaysian culture must be based on traditional culture as in
present Malaysia themajority rural society cherish and preserve such cultural
elements.

Customs, traditions and taboos, as well as superstitions and· beliefs are
evident in Malaysian culture. In considering these elements as a whole we find
two outstanding factors which can be considered as main objects in the customs
and traditions practised by them.

1. The good health and prosperity of the individual and thereby assuring
the well-being of the nation.

2. The unity and goodwill among the people, mutual help and assistance
and also an assurance of their obligations .and recognition of the tradi-
tions handed down by their ancesstors.
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