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ABSTRACT OF THE STUDY "GIFTED ADOLESCENTS 
OF SRI LANKA" 

Many s t u d i e s have been c a r r i e d out i n S r i Lanka 
on backward, m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d or handicapped c h i l d r e n 
but scant a t t e n t i o n has been p a i d to the q u e s t i o n of 
g i f t e d c h i l d r e n . The study " G i f t e d Adolescents i n 
S r i Lanka" arose out o f the c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t the 
g i f t e d were a n e g l e c t e d c l a s s and t h a t l i g h t should be 
shed on t h e i r needs, hopes, and a s p i r a t i o n s as w e l l as 
t h e i r problems and f r u s t r a t i o n s so t h a t a c t i o n would be 
taken i n e d u c a t i o n a l c i r c l e ^ t o enable the p o t e n t i a l 
l e a d e r s o f the n a t i o n to " r e a l i z e t h e i r b e s t s e l v e s " . 

The sample f o r the study was s e l e c t e d from the 
E d u c a t i o n a l Regions of Colombo No r t h and South. This 
area c o n t a i n s urban, semi-urban and r u r a l s c h o o l s . One 
thousand and e i g h t s t u d e n t s , both boys and g i r l s , were 
t e s t e d , u s i n g the I n t e l l i g e n c e Test o f the N a t i o n a l 
Education S o c i e t y of S r i Lanka. The process used f o r 
s e l e c t i o n was S t r a t i f i e d Random Sampling, g i v i n g weightage 
to the d i f f e r e n t types o f s c h o o l s . I t was found t h a t 
117 students had I„Q. scores of 135 and over. A ques t i o n n a i r e 
was sent to the teach e r s of these s t u d e n t s , school r e c o r d s 
were c o n s u l t e d and c l a s s marks a s c e r t a i n e d . A Research 
Group of 50 adolescents was formed o f those who showed 
high i n t e l l i g e n c e , combined w i t h h i g h school achievement,, 
Then a c o n t r o l group of 50 a d o l e s c e n t s was formed from 
those who had average I.Q. scores i n the same sample 



(between 80 and 120 I„Q. scores) a f t e r s i m i l a r l y -
c o n s u l t i n g teachers and s c h o o l records., 10 hypotheses 
were formulated r e g a r d i n g the s e l e c t e d a d o l e s c e n t s ; 
and the c o n t r o l groups and the r e s e a r c h groups were 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y compared to v e r i f y the hypotheses. The 
students i n both groups were then i n t e r v i e w e d at t h e i r 
homes. The extent of the i n f l u e n c e of home background 
was gauged and the students were encouraged to speak 
of t h e i r problems, hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s . 

The study r e v e a l e d t h a t the g i f t e d a d olescents 
were p h y s i c a l l y s l i g h t l y b e t t e r b u i l t than the average 
stu d e n t s . The g i f t e d s t a r t e d t a l k i n g and r e a d i n g e a r l y , 
showed d e s i r a b l e p e r s o n a l i t y t r a i t s and had l e s s 
behaviour problems than the average. The g i f t e d 
g e n e r a l l y had a s t a b l e home background w i t h encouragement 
from parents or guardians. The m a j o r i t y of the g i f t e d 
a dolescents were drawn from the m i d d l e - c l a s s and had 
economic s e c u r i t y . However, the g i f t e d were not 
i d e n t i f i e d e a r l y and there was no s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n f o r 
t h e i r development. As a r e s u l t , there were many under­
a c h i e v i n g g i f t e d c h i l d r e n . 

The study a l s o r e v e a l e d o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g f a c e t s 
of g i f t e d n e s s such as the i n f l u e n c e s t h a t had operated 
on c h i l d r e n g i f t e d i n s p e c i a l s u b j e c t s , and the f a c t o r s 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h g i f t e d n e s s . 



As a r e s u l t of the study, a number of c o n c l u s i o n s 
r e g a r d i n g g i f t e d a d o l e s c e n t s were formulated and a 
few suggestions made. I n essence, a p l e a was made 
f o r s p e c i a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r the g i f t e d and t h a t they 
should be t r e a t e d w i t h understanding by p a r e n t s , 
teachers and e d u c a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s 0 


