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ABSTRACT 

"Human R i g h t s " i s a f a i r l y new name f o r what was 

formerly c a l l e d " the r i g h t s of man". It shou ld be 

remembered that i t was Mrs . E l e a n o r Roosevelt , i n the 

1940s who promoted the use of the e x p r e s s i o n "Human 

Rights" when she d i s c o v e r e d , through her work in the 

United M a t i o n s , tha t the r i g h t s of men were not 

understood in some p a r t s of the world to i n c l u d e the 

r i g h t s of women. In f a c t , the " r i g h t s of man" had, in 

t u n * , r e p l a c e d the o r i g i n a l term " n a t u r a l r i g h t s " which 

was 1 o g i c a 1 1 y cunitec ted wi th na tu ra 1 1 aw . 

As the idea of n a t u r a l r i g h t s re tu rned to f avour 

around the time of World War II , and people g e n e r a l l y 

being conv inced that they d o have r i g h t s , there began to 

be no f i::ed 1 imi ts to the r ig ht.s . tha t peop 1 e c la imed or 

were s a i d to p o s s e s s . No doubt , the UN i s r e s p o n s i b l e 

for a g r e a t dea l of t h i s . At the time of i t s f o u n d a t i o n , 

I.lie UN was c:harged wi th what. Winst.on C h u r c h i 11 c a l l e d the 

"enthronement." of the r i g h t s of man. H e n c e f o r t h , the UN 

ha5 been produc .1.ng a p i e t h o r a of ins t ruments p e r t a i n i n g 

to human r i g h t s and from them have emerged the new 

standards of human r i g h t s . • 



IIowever, w i t h i n .j us t t h ree d ec: a d e s , a d i f f e ren 1 t.u rn 

had to be adopted,, i n e v i t a b l y due to the changes of 

p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l d imensions i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

f a r u m. H e n c e f o r t h , m a j o r i t y o f t h e n a t i on s in the UN 

gradual ly began to r e a l i z e tha t the concept of human 

r i g h ts i n i t s a p p1i ca b i 1 i ty w i t h regard to these 

countr ies c o n t a i n s no u n i f o r m i t y . Furthermore, , due to the 

very e x i s t e n c e of d i v i s i o n s among t h e m s e l v e s , they 

star ted to s u s p e c t tha t t h i s concept a l s o had, to some 

extent,, adverse impact, on them. U l t i m a t e l y , t h i s f e a r led 

them to a l e g i t i m a t e f o r m u l a t i o n of a "new g r o u p " . T h i s 

group, crowned i t s e l f wi th the name of the " T h i r d W o r l d " , 

started to dominate the a c t i v i t i e s of the UN at l e a s t 

from 1974,, 

The core of t h i s remarkable "development" i s the 

shift, from " r i g h t s o r i e n t e d " i d e o l o g y of human r i g h t s to 

"duties o r i e n t e d " . By demanding t h e i r economic , s o c i a l 

and cu 11ura 1 r i g h ts , Th i rd Wor 1 d c: oun t r i e s t. ry to 

es tab l i sh w i t h i n the UN, that a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Economic Order i s a must f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of the 

r ights and freedoms s e t f o r t h i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

instruments. In o ther words, an e r a of " e n t h r o e n i n g " the 

dut ies of man has been i n i t i a t e d by these c o u n t r i e s . 



The concept of duty i s we l l entrenched in the 

Eastern c o u n t r i e s mainly due to t h e i r r i c h r e l i g i o u s and 

c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s . D e s p i t e the f a c t tha t i t i s not a 

naval concept f o r them, E a s t e r n c o u n t r i e s had to j o i n the 

"bat t le" to promote the i n c r e a s i n g importance of the 

e c a r i o m i c , s o c i a 1 a 11 c:l c u 1 t u r a 1 r i g h t s . 

Aga inst t h i s background, the major par t of t h i s 

study i s a11oca ted to the deve1opment of s o c i a I wel fa re 

r i g h t s , emphasiz ing the Mew I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic O r d e r . 

The b i r t h of " T h i r d Genera t ion of R i g h t s " i s a l s o 

discussed in d e t a i l . Q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d a b l y , c i v i l and 

pol i t i c a l r i g h t s are g i v e n a low p r o f i l e in t h i s s t u d y . 

The primary i s s u e tha t i s addressed in the f o l l o w i n g 

pages i s that the T h i r d World p e r s p e c t i v e of human r i g h t s 

i s duty concerned and having p r i o r i t y over c i v i l and 

p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s wh i le wi thout d i m i n i s h i n g the importance 

of these r i g h t s . 

Chapter •- I 

Th is C hap t.e r d e a l s w i t h t.he or i g i n and the 

h i s t o r i c a l development of the concept of human r i g h t s . 

Specia l a t t e n t i o n i s accorded to the E a s t e r n r e l i g i o n s 

with the purpose ' of emphasiz ing the "duty" c o n c e p t . These 

r e l i g i o u s p h i l o s o p h i e s c l e a r l y show tha t every human 



being i s i n v e s t e d wi th c e r t a i n d u t i e s and upon the proper 

pel formance of them depends the w e l l - b e i n g not only- of 

himself but of s o c i e t y - The e f f e c t i v e r e a l i z a t i o n of 

i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s , to a g rea t d e a l , depends again on 

these d u t i e s as so lemnly s t a t e d in A r t i c l e 2? (1) of the 

Universa l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s . In order to show 

how the ground was prepared f o r the debut of s o c i a l 

welfare r i g h t s , the modern law of human r i g h t s i s b r i e f l y 

d i s c u s s e d . A c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s of the r e l e v a n t 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i ns t ruments i s undertaken in the f o l l o w i n g 

Chapter.. 

.Chapter - 1 I 

S t a r t i n g wi th the d e f i n i t i o n of Th i rd Wor ld , attempt 

i s made to a n a l y s e the n e c e s s i t y f o r a d i s t i n c t i d e n t i t y 

in the a c t i v i t i e s of the UN wi th p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e to 

human r i g h t s . By c r i t i c a l l y a n a l y s i n g the j u r i s p r u d e n c e 

of human r i g h t s in the l i g h t of modern normat ive 

ins t ruments , t h i s Chapter j u s t i f i e s the n e c e s s i t y f o r the 

grouping of T h i r d World n a t i o n s under a s i n g l e banner . A 

completely new approach i s undertaken in d i s c u s s i n g the 

In te rna t iona l B i l l of R i g h t s in o rder to s t r e s s the 

vi. ta 1 i ty of c e r t a i n concepts of human r i g 111s . T h i s 

approach, d i f f e r i n g from the ' t r a d i t i o n a l ' o n e s , i n c l u d e s 

the UN C h a r t e r as we l l as one of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i l l 



of Rights,, The UN C h a r t e r , r a t h e r than any o t h e r 

instruments, i s the very basic: document f o r the T h i r d 

World c o u n t r i e s - s p e c i a l l y - in the q u e s t i o n s of human 

r i g h t s » 

This Chapter f u r t h e r t r i e s to e s t a b l i s h tha t the 

binding nature of the UN C h a r t e r paves the way to go 

ahead with the new demands contemplated by the T h i r d 

World to implement the p r o v i s i o n s of the o t h e r f o u r 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l documents on human r i g h t s , , The b a s i c ground 

must be prepared f o r the implementat ion w i t h i n the v a l i d 

f rame set. ou t by the C h a r t e r , hence the inc 1 u s i o n of i t 

int.o the In t e r n a t i o n a 1 B i 11 of R i g h t s . Having emphasized 

the importance of the economic r i g h t s or w e l f a r e r i g h t s , 

i t i s shown how the t r a n s i t i o n in the t r a d i t i o n a l 

conception of human r i g h t s has been taken p l a c e in a 

p o s i t i v e manner by the numer ica l s t r e n g t h of the T h i r d 

World,, The b i r t h of the new g e n e r a t i o n of r i g h t s has been 

a1.1ributed ,, to a g r e a t e:•: ten t by t h i s new look and 

approach and the " j o i n e d hands e f f o r t s " of the d e v e l o p i n g 

nat ions in the human r i g h t s a c t i v i t i e s of the UN, 

Chapter —III 

* 

i t 
Being the core. of t h i s s t u d y , a t tempts to d i s c u s s 

A 
the b i r t h and the development of the ' T h i r d G e n e r a t i o n ' 
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of r i g h t s in d e t a i l . The phraise ' T h i r d G e n e r a t i o n ' does 

not at any event mean that these r i g h t s belong to the 

T h i r d Wor1d i n t he i r ent i re t y . B u t , i t has s p e c i a l 

re ferences to the problems of the d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s . 

Hence,, i t. i s a11empted to emphasi :•:e the n e c e s s i t y of t h i s 

group of r i g h t s in o rder to p r o j e c t the s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s 

of the T h i r d Wor ld . It i s in tended to e s t a b l i s h tha t the 

Third Wor1d p e r s p e c t i v e of 11uman r i g h t s i s e c o n o m i c a l l y 

based and i t s o ther s i d e i s p o l i t i c a l l y based . As s u c h , 

content ion i s , running throughout the Chapter s t r e s s i n g 

t h e u i "i d e s i. r a b i 1 i t. y o f t he u n wan t e d c o 1 o u r a t i o n of 

p o l i t i c s wi th the immediate needs of the d e v e l o p i n g 

countr ies, , 

The p r i o r i t y c h o i c e of the d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s i s the 

r ight to development as the foremost human r i g h t . To 

enable these n a t i o n s to ease themselves from the c o l o n i a l 

burdens, t h i s C h a p t e r , ranks t h i s new group of r i g h t s in 

a p r i o r i t y o rder and , a c c o r d i n g l y i t i s endeavoured to 

analyse the v i t a l i t y and the l a t e r development of these 

r ights. , 

Chapter - IV 

If what has been s a i d in the p r e v i o u s Chapter i s the 

sum of the p lus p o i n t s of the Th i rd World c o u n t r i e s , t h i s 
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C h a p t e r d e a l s wi th the minus p o i n t s of these c o u n t r i e s . 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s faced by these n a t i o n s in du ly 

c h a n n e 11 i n g t h e ' d e v e 1 o p m e n t.' s t r e a,m £ a r e f o c u s e d i n t h i s 

Chapter., In f a c t , i t i s proposed in t h i s Chapter t h a t , 

t h e s e problems a r e b a s i c a l l y i n t e r n a l and should a l s o be 

dea 11 wi. t.h a t. i n t.er n a 1 leve 1 . 01herwi.se , deve 1 opmen t 

could n o t t a k e p l a c e as d e s i r e d and the gaps a l s o cannot 

b e b r i d g e d u n .1. e s s t h e s e I o o p -• h o I e s a r e p r o m p 11 y s h u t - u p . 

By b r i e f l y a n a l y s i n g the grounds f o r the problems 

such a s seI f - d e t e r m i . n a t i o n , m i n o r i ty r i g h t s and 

t.error.!sm , the c u r r e n t op in ion p r e v a i l s a t the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l realm in t h i s respect. and the n e c e s s i t y to 

act accord ing to i t are a l s o po in ted out here e n a b l i n g 

the Th i rd World p l e a f o r development as more a s s e r t i v e 

and j us Li f .tab I e . 

Chapter ~ V 

In t h i s Chapter i t i s attempted to emphasize the 

s u i t a b i l i t y of the r e g i o n a l mechanism over the 

un iversa l ism i n the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of human 

r i g h t s . R e g i o n a I i s m , i. t i s s u g g e s t e d h e r e , would 

c e r t a i n l y e x p e d i t e the a c t i o n s taken a g a i n s t c o m p l a i n t s 

of v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . As s u c h , what can be 

expected f r o m t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t up i s the d i f f e r e n t 
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approach and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n that can be a t t r i b u t e d to the 

human r i g h t s p r i n c i p l e s which would be much r e a l i s t i c i n 

the case of T h i r d World c o u n t r i e s , , 

Notab 1 y , by l e a v i n g ou t the European 

organ iza t ions , a t t e n t i o n i s c i r c u m s c r i b e d to the T h i r d 

World regions which might in future, march towards forming 

a Third World R e g i o n . As these r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

are required to c o n c e n t r a t e on r e g i o n a l i s s u e s -

completed with human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s - d e t a i l s of the 

tec hn .1.ca I i t i e s of t he j ud i c i a I s e t ups of tf iese 

i n s t i t u t i o n s are not. gi.ven much emphas is . The o r i g i n , 

h is tory , the present s t a t e and the f u t u r e of them have 

b r i e f l y been d i s c u s s e d . The commendable f e a t u r e s of the 

Afr ican Char ter on Human and P e o p l e s ' R i g h t s i s d e a l t 

with in a d i f f e r e n t manner as to h i g h l i g h t i t s p o t e n t i a l 

provis ions which c o u l d be formed as the b a s i s f o r f u t u r e 

charters on human r i g h t s . 

Chapter - VI 

A s a c o nc1ud i n g C ha p te r , i t a t tempts to 

summarize the T h i r d World P e r s p e c t i v e of Human R i g h t s . 

The h i. s t. o r i c a 1 b a c k g r o u n d s , t h e n o v a t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , 

the demands f o r development, r i g h t s and t h e i r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

emergence-), the need f o r the improvement of the ground 
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s i tuat ion and the f e a s i b i l i t y af e f f a c t i v e p r o t e c t i o n 

through r e g i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n are summed up in t h i s 

Chapter. What has been ana lysed throughout t h i s s tudy i s 

not. the compet i t ion between the demands of body and the 

demands of minds but the urgency of the T h i r d World to 

give due r e c o g n i t i o n and equal t reatment to c e r t a i n 

d e m a n d s o f b o t h g r o u p s .. 


