
T H E R O L E O F T H E D E P U T Y / V I C E PRINCIPAL 

IN S C H O O L ADMINISTRATION 

(Based on an attitudinal study of a selected 
sample of Teachers, Deputy/Vice Principals 
and Principals from the Colombo South 

Education Region) 

A dissertation submitted in partial 
fulfilment of the requirements for 
the Degree of Master of Education. 

by 

M A L L I K A RUKMINIE S A M A R A N A Y A K E 

UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO 

SRI L A N K A 

19 8 2 

UCLIB 



I 

, T _A_B_L_E Q .F C . Q X T E R » T S 

Pages 

AN ABSTRACT I l l 

DECLARATION VII 

ACKNOIVLEDGEMENTS VTII 

LIST OF TABLES X 

CHAPTER - I INTRODUCTION 1 

1.1 Introduction 
1.2 Statement of the Problem 
1.3 Importance of the study 
1.4 Definition of terms 

CHAPTER - I I REVIEW OF LITERATURE 16 
2.1 Concept of Role and Role 

Definition 
2.2 Historical Development of 

the Deputy Principalship 
2.3 Responsibilities and Duties 

of Deputy Principals 
2.4. Leadership Role 
2.5 Delegation of Authority 

CHAPTER - III ORGANISATION OF THE SECONDARY 
SCHOOL SYSTEM IN SRI LANKA 56 

3*1 Enrolment 
3^2 Plan of School Organisation 
3*3 Deputy Principalship 

CHAPTER - IV RESEARCH PROCEDURES AND 
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY ?*' \76 

4»1 Preliminary Techniques used , t.y. 
4»2 Main Techniques of Data 

Collection 
4*2.1 Documents and Circulars 
4«2 .2 . Questionnaire and i t s 

Construction as an 
instrument of measurement 

4*3 Administration of the Questionnaire 
4»3«1 Selection of the Sample 

4*4 Limitations of the study 



II 
Pages 

CHAPTER V ANALYSIS OF DATA OBTAINED 
THROUGH QUESTIONNAIRE 106 

5.1 O f f i c i a l Recognition and 
Appointment of the 
Deputy/Vice Principal 

5.2 Role of the Deputy/Vice 
Principal i n relation to the 
Principal and the Organi
sational set up of the school. 

5«3 Role of the Deputy/Vice Pr i n c i 
pal i n relation to the students. 

5«4 Role of the Deputy/Vice Pr i n c i 
pal i n relation to the parents 
and the community. 

5*5 Role of the Deputy/Vice P r i n c i 
pal i n relation to Higher 
Authorities. 

CHAPTER - VI CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 192 
6.1 Conclusions 
6.2 Recommendations 

APPENDIX - I INTERVIEW SCHEDULE OF THE DEPUTY/ 
VICE PRINCIPALS 207 

APPENDIX - II QUESTIONNAIRE USED FOR DATA 
COLLECTION 209 

APPENDIX - III DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES ON THE 
ATTITUDE OF TEACHERS TOWARDS 
THE ROLE OF THE DEPUTY/VICE 
PRINCIPAL 218 

APPENDIX - IV DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES ON THE 
ATTITUDE OF DEPUTY/VICE PRINCI
PALS TOWARDS THE ROLE OF THE 
DEPUTY/VICE PRINCIPAL 221 

APPENDIX - V DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES OF THE 
ATTITUDE OF THE PRINCIPALS 
TOWARDS THE ROLE OF THE DEPUTY/ 
VICE PRINCIPALS 222 

APPENDIX - VI CIRCULAR NO.62 OF 1968 - SECONDARY 
EDUCATION DIVISION MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
MALAY STREET, COLOMBO 2 
SRI LANKA 226 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 236 


