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Network a n a l y s i s i s the study of the l i n k s between i n d i v i d u a l s 
(or sometimes groups and i n s t i t u t i o n s ) a n d the r a m i f y i n g 
p a t t e r n these c o n s t i t u t e . A "personal network" i s any 
network focussed upon a p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l , or "network 
s u b j e c t " . This study presents and analyses p e r s o n a l networks 
c f seven Sinhalese P o t t e r s of common age and background, 
between whom wide v a r i a t i o n s as w e l l as general s i m i l a r i t i e s 
are found. 

A r t i s a n s i n S r i Lanka, i n c l u d i n g p o t t e r s , have been s t u d i e d 
i n l i t t l e s o c i o l o g i c a l depth. This study o f f e r s an a n a l y s i s 
of economic and s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n a s m a l l dry zone 
community of Sinhalese P o t t e r s : "Ratmalagahawewa", near 
Galgamuwa, northern Kurunegala D i s t r i c t . A n a l y s i s of paddy 
land h o l d i n g s , housing and occupation suggests t h a t the 
community i s r e l a t i v e l y e g a l i t a r i a n and homogeneous, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n co n t r a s t to the neighbouring Goyigama 
community of "Heratgama". 

Almost a l l i f the households i n Ratmalagahawewa engage i n 
po t t e r y manufacture, which, w i t h p o t t e r y t r a d i n g , dominates 
the v i l l a g e economy. I t i s o f t e n combined w i t h a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s . A n a l y s i s of occupation and per s o n a l network show 
tha t p o t t e r y manufacture i s a domestic e n t e r p r i s e employing 
household labour, and using cheap, simple t o o l s and l o c a l l y 
a v a i l a b l e raw m a t e r i a l s . By marketing t h e i r own wares d i r e c t l y , 
p o t t e r s can and o f t e n do secure economic independence f o r t h e i r 
households. Many p o t t e r s r e l y upon l o c a l middlemen t r a d e r s to 
market t h e i r wares, but l i t t l e economic independence i s l o s t t o 
these competing t r a d e r s . With regard to a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s 
chena c u l t i v a t i o n i s a l s o household based; but paddy c u l t i v a t i o n 
i n v o l v e s the household in a wider set of r e l a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g 
access t o paddy l a n d , labour and t o o l s . Nevertheless, paddy 
c u l t i v a t i o n teams are t y p i c a l l y r e s t r i c t e d to c l o s e k i n , again 
modifying the independence of the household only s l i g h t l y . 

Household independence generates a p a t t e r s of segmentation, 
household by household, w i t h i n the community. The personal 
networks correspondingly r e v e a l very l i t t l e inter-household 
co-operation; bur, s i m i l a r l y , very l i t t l e i n terhousehoid 
c o n f l i c t : f a c t i o n a l i s m and party p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t are not 
present. Segementation i n h i b i t s the establishment of 
l e a d e r s h i p , which i s i n p r a c t i c e r e s t r i c t e d to a weak form of 
brokerage. 

More g e n e r a l l y , i n d i v i d u a l s appearing, i n the p e r s o n a l networks, 
about h a l f of whom are kinsmen, are predominantly s m a l l 
farmers, p o t t e r s and r u r a l f o l k l i k e the Ratmalagahawewa 
P o t t e r s themselves, and are g e n e r a l l y l o c a t e d i n the same 
re g i o n . The r e s t r i c t e d c h a r a c t e r of the networks matches the 
"community o r i e n t a t i o n " observed i n Ratmalagahawewa g e n e r a l l y : 
an o r i e n t a t i o n supported by a l i v e l y sense of community 
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expressed i n terms of k i n s h i p s o l i d a i * _ r - y , adherence to 
varxge ("subcaste") endogamy and the observance or 
r e a c t i v a t i o n of t r a d i t i o n a l r i t u a l p r a c t i c e s . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
the P o t t e r s regard t i e s o f f r i e n d s h i p o u t s i d e the s t r u c t u r e d 
contexts of k i n s h i p and r i t u a l s p e c i a l i s m r a t h e r 
ambivalently, probably because the s t r u c t u r e of p u b l i c order 
i s threatened by such u n s t r u c t u r e d , comparatively " p r i v a t e " 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

Although the r e g i o n has been subject t o s o c i a l and economic 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n by n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r a century, the 
community o r i e n t a t i o n p e r s i s t s , r e i n f o r c e d by the i n c r e a s i n g 
p r o s p e r i t y brought by the t r a d i t i o n a l occupation of p o t t e r y 
manufacture. Formerly a minor medium o f ; c a s t e s e r v i c e w i t h i n 
a l o c a l i z e d caste economy, p o t t e r y now c o n s t i t u t e s a type of 
p e t t y commodity w i t h i n the developing market economy: thereby 
a l t e r i n g the character and s i g n i f i c a n c e of the t r a d i t i o n a l 
occupation. S o c i a l and economic r e l a t i o n s between v i l l a g e s 
have a c c o r d i n g l y been transformed, and the values a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h caste and community reformulated. 

Network a n a l y s i s i s found to be a h e l p f u l p e r s p e c t i v e , but only 
as a means t o s u b s t a n t i v e or t h e o r e t i c a l ends. F u r t h e r , the 
prohlem of i d e n t i f y i n g and d e f i n i n g the phenomenological 
"content" or meanings embodied i n network l i n k s demands t h a t 
networks be adequately c o n t e x t u a l i z e d as they are recorded and 
analysed. As i n the present study, t h e r e f o r e , network 
a n a l y s i s must be subordinated to more general a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 
enquiry. 


