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ABSTRACT 

S e t t l e m e n t s which are s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e s i n 

the g e o g r a p h i c a l l a n d s c a p e , form an important aspect i n 

the study of H i s t o r i c a l geography. Most of them, e s p e c i a l l y 

the l a r g e r ones such as towns, have t h e i r b e g i n n i n g s i n 

the d i s t a n t past and have e v o l v e d through time b r i n g i n g 

about d i s t i n c t i v e p a t t e r n s of s p a t i a l i n t e r a c t i o n from one 

h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d t o a n o t h e r . 

I n e a r l y times the n o r t h e r n dry zone lowlands 

of C e y lon ( S r i Lanka) was the c e n t r e of an unique Sinhalese 

c u l t u r e which i n f l u e n c e d the whole i s l a n d . I n t h i s r e g i o n 

economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s brought about a 

d i s t i n c t i v e p a t t e r n of s p a t i a l i n t e r a c t i o n ( t h e movement 

of p e o p l e , goods and i d e a s ) and the l o c a t i o n of nodes or 

" c e n t r a l p l a c e s " t o and from which t h i s i n t e r a c t i o n took 

p l a c e . 

From the s o u r c e s , m a i n l y the c h r o n i c l e s and 

epig r a p h y , i t can be noted t h a t d u r i n g the L a t e Anuradhapura 

p e r i o d when the r e g i o n was at the h e i g h t of i t s p r o s p e r i t y , 

some of the l a r g e r v i l l a g e s , the towns and the c a p i t a l 

c i t y of Anuradhapura were c e n t r a l p l a c e s , and performed 



v a r i o u s s e r v i c e s such as a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , r e l i g i o n , h e a l t h 

and t r a d e , f o r the s u r r o u n d i n g s e t t l e m e n t s . 

To e x p l a i n the l o c a t i o n of t h e s e c e n t r a l p l a c e s 

W. C h r i s t a l l e r • s C e n t r a l P l a c e Theory has been a p p l i e d i n 

t h i s s t u d y . A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s t h e o r y , i n an i d e a l l a n d s c a p e 

space i s e n v i s a g e d as b e i n g o r g a n i z e d i n t o n e s t e d h i e r a r c h i e s 

each v/ith i t s own c e n t r e . The c e n t r a l p l a c e s too a r e 

t h e r e f o r e h i e r a r c h i a l ; and i n o r d e r to e x p l a i n t h e s i z e , 

number and d i s t r i b u t i o n of c e n t r a l p l a c e s v / i t h i n a r e g i o n 

C h r i s t a l l e r f o r m u l a t e d t h r e e p r i n c i p l e s , namely the m a r k e t i n g , 

t r a f f i c and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n p r i n c i p l e s . 

I n the n o r t h e r n dry zone l o w l a n d s at t h i s e a r l y 

p e r i o d , the sources i n d i c a t e t h a t Anuradhapura was the 

h i g h e s t o r d e r c e n t r a l p l a c e , f o l l o w e d by the towns (second 

o r d e r ) , the l a r g e v i l l a g e s ( t h i r d o r der) and the gamas 

(l o w e s t o r d e r ) . From Anuradhapura f i v e main highways l i n k e d 

the towns and m a i n l y along t h o s e were s i t u a t e d the l e s s e r 

c e n t r a l p l a c e s . I t i s e v i d e n t t h e r e f o r e t h a t the t r a f f i c •> 

p r i n c i p l e governed the l o c a t i o n o f c e n t r a l p l a c e s . However, 

t h i s p r i n c i p l e d i d not a p p l y t o a l l l e v e l s of the h i e r a r c h y -

the m a r k e t i n g p r i n c i p l e appears t o have o p e r a t e d i n the 

middle l e v e l s w h i l e the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n p r i n c i p l e o p e r a t e d 

at the l o w e s t l e v e l . 



The c e n t r a l p l a c e s , w h i l e p e r f o r m i n g s e r v i c e s 

f o r t h e i r h i n t e r l a n d s had a d e f i n i t e p l a c e i n the o v e r - a l l 

h i e r a r c h i a l p a t t e r n and were f i n a l l y dependent on 

Anuradhapura f o r a l l h i g h order s e r v i c e s . There was much 

movement, a i d e d by the road network, which l i n k e d the 

./hole r e g i o n i n t o a complete s p a t i a l system* 

• 


