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AESTRACT 
A Critical hva^uatloa. of the Junior Looondary > chool 

.n.themntios Curriculum of tho linistr;/ of 
ffiueatjon, of S r i hahka. 

1'he mathematics curriculum of the Junior Coco: 
School of this country has undergone profound changes du 
the past two decades. Revision of school mathematics 
curx^iculr. on a ..targe scale comnc.;;.ccu x. v :o "Cvjp i... <? , 
at' tha Jwnior Secondary level* 

The f i r s t phase of this revision was the devo: 
meat of a new »integrated' mathematics curriculum for th 
gradts £» 7 «nfe 3, wliich was implemented oompulcorily on 
island-'. ;i.cie basis t commencing at grade 6, in 1965* £ 
second ahata wtiieh coirs:.oneod in 1970, introduced a new 0 
(Ordinary hovel) syliahus called 'i.«:it oiratics (Levisod 
Syllabic - 1970)*. 2hie was inplementad at grade 9 in 1 
on a linUed basis. Tha educational reforms of 1972 res-
in an integrated Curriculum' of 10 subjects for the Jun 
Gecaadfry loyal, ..atnematics took the form of a now cur: 
CU1UB# with a high proportion of modern mathematical con 
ccr;2fti,;;.:.: right fro:r. grade C . 

It i s this curriculum (togothorwith certain 
cuboaquoiit modifications) which is being used at present 
(1979), and i s tho subject of study in this research. 

Certain criticisms have been made by teachers 
atid eu./evnienlets against these revised mathematics ©urr: 
(more aJBaiially the one under review), from the time th 
wort implemented, whey were supposed to be v.eah and 
dofic:.ei/; in many respectsi aims and objectives, content 
methcx:c';-.cgy "of teaching and many other characteristics o 

curricula 'showed that these criticisms - ere n o t without 



the performance at publ i c examinations) tended to provide 
additional evidence. 

llany causes and factor 
uneatisfictory outoomo. "ho most 
no p i l o t t e s t i n g of any l e v e l , o~s 
has ever been undertaken. 

>e adduced f o r t i i i s 
t h a t 

icso currxcui 

Hence i t would be of great value to make a c r i t i c a l 
assessment or evaluation of the e x i s t i n g Junior gocondory 
natheiaalics curriculum, which would throw some l i g h t on i t s 
strength, and weaknesses. Such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i l l undoubtedly 
f a c i l i t a t e tho designing and implementation of future c u r r i c u l a . 

Tho l a t e s t model of curriculum evaluation (that 
due to Leith Cooper, 1976) lias been used i n t h i s study. I t 
roads i 'Curriculum evaluation i s the c o l l e c t i o n a i d p r o v i s i o n 
of evio-.ee on the basis of which decisions con be taken 
about he f e a s i b i l i t y , effectiveness and educational value of 
c u r r i c l a * . 

A number of methods and techniques of evaluation 
have on 

1:1 X, 

has bfn made to e s t a b l i s h causes and fac t o r s that l e d to ce. 
c u r r i t l a r changes. A survey has been oonducted to assess ;ti 
a t t i t u o and opinion of teachers on various important aspects 
af ths curriculum. The context i n whlc 
beinapraotised has been studied i n the ( 
Shatrformance i n mathematics of candid; 
(0.L) ;xarinatlott hold i n December 1978, I 
oerv» as a form of achievement t e s t i n g . 

'lis curriculum i s 
textu a l vhh a t i o n . 
s at the G.C.&. 
been analysed to 

A l l these methods iiave providod strong corroborative 
evid.ee to support the assertions contained i n a l l the hypothose 
tbafwere made about the f e a s i b i l i t y , effectiveness and tho 
edut.ui.cnal value of t h i s curriculum. Tux l a t t e r thus, stcuid 
quenoned. 

In the l i g h t of experience fathered from t h i s exercise 
cersin recommendations have been made, tiiat w i l l be of value 
to [tture curriculum designers i n mathematics i n S r i -anna. 
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