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ABSTRACT 

This research was undertaken to examine whether the 
type of school, geographical area, sex and the subjects 
studied i n the advanced l e v e l c l a s s e s such as A r t s and 
Science have a bearing on the r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu 
adolescent students. The reasons given by the students 
themselves f o r t h e i r pro r e l i g i o u s and a n t i r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t i e s were a l s o probed i n t o . This i s a pioneering 
study y i e l d i n g c e r t a i n i n t e r e s t i n g i n d u c t i o n s which 
seem to be worthy of f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

The instrument used f o r gathering data was a general 
questionnaire and L i k e r t a t t i t u d e s c a l e designed by the 
researcher. The L i k e r t s cale devised f o r t h i s purpose 
was found to have a high r e l i a b i l i t y and v a l i d i t y . 

As the population of i n t e r e s t could not have been 
found by any other means, a purposive, s t r a t i f i e d 
p roportionate sample was s e l e c t e d on the judgement 
of experts. The f i n a l sample c o n s i s t e d of 682 
care was taken to match the p a i r e d groups compared so 
that the extraneous v a r i a b l e s cancel out. -. 

The data c o l l e c t e d from questionnaire I was subjected 
to q u a l i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s and data from the L i k e r t s c a l e 
was used f o r the purpose of t e s t i n g the f o l l o w i n g 
hypothesis. 



I Nc s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t s between, the 
r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu adolescent students 
studying i n t r a d i t i o n a l l y Hindu o r i e n t e d schools 
and those studying i n Non-Hindu o r i e n t e d schools. 

II No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t s between the 
r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu adolescent students 
studying i n J a f f n a schools and Colombo schools. 

I l l No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t s between the 
r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu adolescent 
g i r l s and boys. 

IV No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t s between the 
r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu adolescent students 
i n the A r t s and Science Courses of the advanced 
l e v e l c l a s s e s . 

The v a l i d i t y of the above hypothesis was t e s t e d by 
s t a t i s t i c a l i n f e r e n c e . On the r e s u l t s of the t e s t a l l 
the four hypothesis put forward were r e j e c t e d . 
A l t e r n a t e hypothesis were formed and subjected to a one 
t a i l e d t e s t . On the r e s u l t s of i t the f o l l o w i n g 
conclusions were a r r i v e d a t . 

The r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu adolescent students 
in Hindu o r i e n t e d schools i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher than 

i i i 



those i n non-Hindu o r i e n t e d schools. 

The r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of Hindu adolescent students ir. 
Jaffna schools i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher than that cf 
those i n Colombo Schools. 

The r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of the Hindu adolescent g i r l s 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher than that of the boys. 

The r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e of the Hindu adolescent students 
f o l l o w i n g the Science Course i n the advanced l e v e l c l a s s e s 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher than those of the students i n 
the Art Courses. 

Considering the f a c t t h a t the highest score p o s s i b l e 
was 200, and the means of the d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s of the 
sample range from 123.86 to 148.02 i t can be concluded 
that the Hindu adolescent students have a f a i r l y high 
a t t i t u d e towards r e l i g i o n . 

The conclusions drawn i n t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n cannot be 
generalised due t o the l i m i t a t i o n of the sample. 

I t i s hoped that the f i n d i n g s of t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n would 
be of use t o r e l i g i o u s educators and s o c i a l p s y c h o l o g i s t s . 
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