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A b s t r a c t 

The p r e s e n t s t a t e s y s tem o f s c h o o l s c l a i m s 

t o p r o v i d e e q u a l i t y o f o p p o r t u n i t y by the p r o v i s i o n 

o f an a l m o s t u n i f o r m e d u c a t i o n i n a l l s c h o o l s . A l l 

s t a t e s c h o o l s p r o v i d e a common c u r r i c u l u m w i t h o u t 

s t r e a m i n g upto the end o f t h o j u n i o r s o condary l c v o l 

which t i l l 1977 t e r m i n a t e d a t grade n i n o . A l l s t a t e 

s c h o o l s a l s o p r o v i d e f r e o e d u c a t i o n . E d u c a t i o n i n 

t h e s e i s th r o u g h the mother t o n g u e . Toachers a r c 

a p p o i n t o d t o s t a t o s c h o o l s i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h o l o c a l i t y 

o f tho s c h o o l and w i t h o u t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . S t u d o n t s 

from a l l s t a t o s c h o o l s s i t f o r a common s t a t e exami

n a t i o n which from 1975 came t o bo known as t h o N a t i o n a l 

C e r t i f i c a t e o f G e n e r a l E d u c a t i o n . 

I t *as hopod t h o r c f o r c t h a t a l l s t u d e n t s 

have o q u a l i t y o f o p p o r t u n i t y and e q u a l a c c e s s i b i l i t y . 

A* a r e s u l t o f tho enforcement o f a r a d i u s r u l o f o r 

a d m i s s i o n , t h e e x p e c t a t i o n was t h a t a c h i l d would e n t e r 

a s c h o o l i n c l o s o p r o x i m i t y t o h i s r o s i d e n c o and complete 

the j u n i o r s o condary l e v e l w i t h t h e N.C.G.E* e x a m i n a t i o n , 

oach a c c o r d i n g t o h i s a b i l i t y and n o t a c c o r d i n g t o h i s 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

D e s p i t e t h i s c l a i m a d i s t i n c t d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t 

i n t ho domand f o r oach s c h o o l . There i s a r u s h f o r e n t r y 
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i n t o p r e s t i g i o u s s c h o o l s w h i c h a r e i n consequence 

o v e r c r o w d e d . As a g a i n s t t h i s t h e r e a r e s c h o o l s 

which a r e l e s s a t t r a c t i v e t o p a r e n t s and have 

t h e r e f o r e remained under u t i l i z e d . Tho p r e s t i g i o u s 

s c h o o l s l o c a t o d i n a f f l u e n t e n v i r o n m e n t s c a t e r t o 

t h e w e a l t h i e r c l a s s e s and c h i l d r e n f r o r a " l o w o r c l a s s e s " 

a r e s h u t o f f from t h o s o s c h o o l s d e s p i t e the r a d i u s 

r u l o . A t the same t i n e t h e r e a r c some s c h o o l s w h i c h 

c h i l d r e n from r i c h e r c l a s s e s s h u n . D i f f e r e n t t y p e s 

o f s c h o o l s c a t e r i n g t o d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s l o c a t o d i n 

d i f f e r e n t e n v i r o n m e n t s c a n t h u s be i d e n t i f i e d . 

Tho main p u r p o s e o f t h i s s t u d y i s 

(1) t o i d o n t i f y s e v e r a l t y p e s o f s c h o o l s among tho 

S i n h a l a medium s t a t o s c h o o l s o f t h e A c s t o r n 

P r o v i n c e , e d u c a t i o n a l l y tho most d o v e l o p e d r e g i o n . 

S i x t y p e s o f s c h o o l s were i d e n t i f i e d by tho 

r e s o a r c h o r by a system o f s u b j e c t i v e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

(2) t o a s c e r t a i n whether s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

o x i s t e d i n achievement; 

( i ) between urban and r u r a l s c h o o l s 

( i i ) among t h e s i x t y p e s o f a c h o c l s , 

and, 

O ) t o a s s o s s whether 

( i i i ) s e x d i f f e r e n c e s 

( i v ) t o u c h e r d i f f e r e n c e s : whether t a u g h t by 

g r a d u a t e and non g r a d u a t e t r a i n o d t e a c h e r s , 

had a s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t on a c h i e v e m e n t . 
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Achievement was measured by a concept t e s t 

i n s o c i a l s t u d i o s * The t o s t was c o n s t r u c t e d and 

s t a n d a r d i z e d by t h e r e s e a r c h e r * A sample o f 2^00 

s t u d o n t s from the p o p u l a t i o n o f j u n i o r s o c o n d a r y 

s c h o o l l e a v e r s o f 1<>76 (Western p r o v i n c e ) was 

s o l e c t e d f o r t h i s s t u d y * The sample c o n s i s t o d o f 

o q u a l numbers from tne u r b a n and r u r a l s e c t o r s , each 

t y p o o f s c h o o l and each s e x * 

S i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s woro found botweon 

urban and r u r a l s c h o o l s , among the s i x t y p o s o f 

s c h o o l s and among t h e s e x e s * The r e s u l t s o f t h i s 

a n a l y s i s and the r e s e a r c h e r ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 

h i s f i n d i n g s ( a i d e d by a q u e s t i o n n a i r e a d m i n i s t e r e d 

t o tho sample and t e a c h e r s , and f o l l o w up i n t e r v i e w s ) 

a r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h o hope t h a t thoy may c o n t r i b u t e 

t o t h o development o i s t r a t e g i e s and m e t h o d o l o g i e s 

d e s i g n e d to reduce o d u c a t i o n a l and s o c i a l i m b a l a n c e s 

which a r o a b a r r i e r t o the p r o m o t i o n o f e q u a l i t y 

o f e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y . 


