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ABSTRACT 

M y c o r r h i z a l s p e c i e s of Endogone are a 
normal component of the s o i l m i c r o f l o r a i n Heyea 
c u l t i v a t i o n s . S o i l s s p e c i a l l y i n the dry zone 
e x h i b i t a s u r p r i s i n g v a r i e t y and r i c h n e s s i n the 
f u n g a l f l o r a s t u d i e d . Abundance of e x t r a m a t r i c a l 
spores i n d i c a t e t h e i r g r e a t e r importance as a 
source of i n f e c t i o n , than spores produced i n 
sporocarps. 

Three genera of Snoogonaceae and a l s o 

over twenty s p e c i e s so f a r not re p o r t e d from S r i 
Lanka, are f o r the f i r s t time r e p o r t e d . 

Pueraria, s e e d l i n g s were inooulated. w i t h 
r o o t segmenta i n f e c t e d by d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s . An 
e x o t i c inoculum proved to be o f best performance. 
The l o c a l crude inoculum, though q u i c k to e s t a b l i s h 
i n f e c t i o n , i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s e f f e c t i v e i n the 
long r i m . 

I n f e c t i o n s y n t h e s i s was t r i e d out w i t h 
two commonly a v a i l a b l e spore ty p e s . T h e i r o n l y 
d i f f e r - n e e was i n c o l o u r . Spores took a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
longer t i n e to i n f e c t than r o o t segments. S u c c e s s f u l 
i n f e c t i o n occured w i t l l o n l y some of the y e l l o w spore 


