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Summary 

be main ob jec t ive of th is s tudy w a s to invest igate and desc r ibe the na ture of t rade un ion ism 

i the plantat ion sec tor in Sri Lanka with speci f ic re levance to the pol i t ica l , s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 

nd legal aspec t s . P r imary and secondary sou rces were ut i l ized for the s tudy. The m e t h o d s 

f primary sou rces w e r e in-depth in terv iews and a st ructured ques t ionna i re . 

lb begin wi th s o m e of the ex is t ing theor ies of t rade un ionsm were d iscussed to unders tand 

he types and behav iou r of t rade un ions in the p lantat ion sector . In o rder to e x a m i n e the 

elevance and obso lescence of the legislat ion on Indian immig ran t labour , they we re 

ssembled in a chapter . The industr ial law of Sri Lanka w a s inc luded in the s a m e chap te r as 

hat law too app l ied to the p lantat ion sector . A histor ical ove rv i ew of the t rade union 

ehaviour w a s d o n e to ident i fy the success and se tbacks of t he t rade un ions in a host i le 

alitical, s o c i o - e c o n o m i c and legal set t ing. Pr ivat isat ion w a s d iscussed next as it b rough t 

bout a ma jo r c h a n g e in the ownersh ip of p lanta t ions with m ixed r e s p o n s e f rom the t rade 

lions. An invest igat ion of the po l i t i ca l , soc io -economic and legal aspec ts of t rade un ion ism 

i the plantat ion sec tor fo rmed the speci f ic a rea of th is s tudy. 
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