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PREFACE

Demography and Population Studies have become increasingly impor-
tant in the University Education as well as in General Education in Sri
Lanka during the last twe decades. These subjects are being taught
either as subjects for the General Degree or as a course in the Special
Degree in most universities in Sri Lanka. Since many of the courses are
taughtin Sinhala medium, the Demographic Training and Research Unit
(DTRU) has adverted to publish this glossary to make it convenient for
systematic and uniform teaching in Swabasha.

The glossary of terms is mainly drawn from Demography/Population
Studies and other allied fields such as Mathematics, Statistics, Biology,
Medicine, Epidemiology, Sociology, Geography and Economics. Hence we
hope that this glossary will be useful to all teachers in the field of
Demography/Population Studies and allied subjects

The technical terms are organized and listed alphabetically. The colon
sign (:) denotes the way word should read. For example.

age
:composition - should read as age composition
median: - should read as median age

I wish to thank all the members of the glossary committee who
contributed to develop and review a set of Sinhala terms of Demography/
Population Studies and allied fields over a period of six months. Their
commitment and unstinted co-operation are appreciated. In particular,
I am grateful to Professors Hemapala Wijewardena and J. B. Disanayaka
who extended their utmost assistance to coin suitable Sinhala technical
terms. Their advice and suggestions to develop this glossary were
invaluable.

My thanks are also due to Mr. Rasika Balasuriya, Research Assistant,
who collated the words from pertinent text books and oth er literature and
for the coordination of the committee meetings.

Finally, I wish to offer my sincere thanks to the UNFPA who gave
financial support and for interest displayed in the development and
publication of this document.The State Printing Corporation who has
assisted to print this glossary in a short period of time is also appreciated.

The DTRU always welcome any useful suggestions for its improve-
ment.

Dr. K. A. P. Siddhisena
Director/DTRU

University of Colombo
Colombo 3.

July, 1996
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A

Abscissa
Aborigine
Aboriginal
Abortifacient
Abortion
:counselling

first trimester:

illegal:
induced:
law
legal:
legalized:
natural:
:seeker
spontaneous:
:technique
therapeutic:
Abortionist
Abridged
:life table
Absolute
:number
:value
:measure
Abstinence
Abstract
Abstract
:concept
Abstracting
Abundance
Abuse
child:
Acceptance
:rate

Acceptor
Accessibility
Accident
Accidental
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