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This book analyses the characteri stics and extent of urban poverty in Asia,
using the three dimension of poverty: lack of income, lack of access and
lack of power. Urban poverty is a multi-dimensi onal phenomenon. The

urban poor live wi th many depri vations. Their daily chal lenges may i nclude:

limited access to employment opportunities and income, inadequat e and
insecure housi ng and ser vices, violent and unheal thy envi ronments, little or
no social protection mechani sms, and limited access to adequat e health
and educati on opportuni ties. But urban poverty is not just a collection of
characteristics; it is also a dynamic condition of vulnerability or
suscepti bility to risks. Many of the problems of urban poverty are rooted in

a compl exity of resource and capaci ty constr aints, inadequat e Government

policies at both the cent ral and | ocal level, and a lack of planning for urban
growth and management. The book will be of value to sociologists and
other social scientists interested in urban devel opment, politics and
planning. The book will also be of interest to urban planners, city

admi nistrators, urban policy maker s, and f or university student s.
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