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Abstract

In this paper an attempt is made to theorise the contemporary notion of the “drdinary”’in contrast
to the ancient Greek understanding of citizenship formed in the context of a perceived division
between the private and the public. We begin with Charles Taylor 3 notion of the “&ffirmation of
ordinary life*”and theorise it in light of criticisms of the ordinary by developing the notion of the
“drdinary”’beyond the negative implications commonly attributed to it such as being consumed by
consumerism. Here, an attempt is made to look at the ordinary in a dialectical manner, one that
brings out the ambiguities found in it so as to highlight the pleasures and joys of ordinary life as
well as its constrictions. In the final part of the paper a reading of the ancient Greek understanding
of citizenship and public political life is provided as a backdrop to a potential reformulation of our
commitments to a public life.

“Within this society, which is egalitarian because this is labor 3 way of making men live
together, there is no class left, no aristocracy of either a political or spiritual nature from which
a restoration of the other capacities of man could start anew. Even presidents, kings, and prime
ministers think of their offices in terms of a job necessary for the life of society, and among
the intellectuals, only solitary individuals are left who consider what they are doing in terms of
work and not in terms of making a living.””

(Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition, 1958: 5)

' This paper is based on reading carried out by the author as part of a research project that lead to writing a Ph.D dissertation in
social theory titled “Politics Beyond Governance, Reclaiming the Public Realm: A Conversation between Michael Oakeshott
and Hannah Arendt>at York University in Toronto in 2007. The author wishes to thank Professors Roy Turner, Alan Blum,
Kevin Dowler, Susan Ingram and Greg Nielsen all of whom at York University and Professor Kieran Bonner, at University of
Waterloo for their valuable comments on earlier drafts of the material presented in the paper. However, the sole responsibility
for the interpretation of the ideas in this paper lies with the author. The author wishes to thank the annonymous referee for
his/her valuable response.
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