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ABSTRACT 

A survey was c a r r i e d out t o 

i n f o r m a t i o n s e e k i n g behaviour 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the AGRINET. 

s t r u c t u r e d and open-ended quest 

i n s t r u m e n t . 

a s c e r t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n needs and 

of the users of l i b r a r i e s 

A m a i l e d q u e s t i o n n a i r e w i t h 

i o n s was used as the r e s e a r c h 

The r e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t the a g r i c u l t u r a l s c i e n t i s t s i n S r i 

Lanka were a c t i v e l y engaged i n r e s e a r c h work. T e a c h i n g / t r a i n i n g , 

management/administration, and e x t e n s i o n were the o t h e r main 

f u n c t i o n s t h a t they performed. T h e i r p r i m a r y areas of r e s e a r c h 

i n t e r e s t s were c e n t e r e d around t h e i r f i e l d s of s u b j e c t 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n . P l a n t p r o t e c t i o n , p l a n t b r e e d i n g and p l a n t 

s c i e n c e s were t h e i r main s u b j e c t s p e c i a l i z a t i o n . 

The main purposes of s e e k i n g i n f o r m a t i o n by a g r i c u l t u r a l 

s c i e n t i s t s were t o support r e s e a r c h work i n p r o g r e s s and t o keep 

pace w i t h the l a t e s t developments i n t h e i r f i e l d s of i n t e r e s t s . 

About 32.3% of the a g r i c u l t u r a l s c i e n t i s t s d i d t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e 

searches by themselves, w h i l e o t h e r s o b t a i n e d the a s s i s t a n c e of 

s e c r e t a r i e s , r e s e a r c h a s s i s t a n t s , and l i b r a r i a n s . 



The main c u r r e n t awareness and s e a r c h t e c h n i q u e s used t o l e a r n 

about new p u b l i c a t i o n s were l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h i n g , SDI s e r v i c e , 

l i b r a r y indexes and a c q u i s i t i o n l i s t s of the l i b r a r i e s . Due t o 

l a c k of f a c i l i t i e s t o access I n t e r n e t i t was c o n s i d e r e d as the 

l e a s t i mportant c u r r e n t awareness s e r v i c e . 

A l t h o u g h more than 80.9% of respondents d i d not m a i n t a i n t h e i r 

own c a r d index f i l e s , 44.8% had m a i n t a i n e d p e r s o n a l r e p r i n t 

f i l e s . 

The a g r i c u l t u r a l s c i e n t i s t s i n S r i Lanka h e a v i l y depend on 

f o r m a l sources compared t o i n f o r m a l s o u r c e s . The f o r m a l sources 

such as; p e r i o d i c a l s / j o u r n a l s , a b s t r a c t i n g and i n d e x i n g j o u r n a l s 

and books are s t i l l p o p u l a r among a g r i c u l t u r a l s c i e n t i s t s as 

sources of i n f o r m a t i o n i n a l l t h r e e approaches; t o keep up w i t h 

c u r r e n t developments, f o r s p e c i f i c s e a rch and f o r comprehensive 

sea r c h . 

The f i n d i n g s r e v e a l e d t h a t the m a j o r i t y of s c i e n t i s t s (95.2%) 

use t h e i r own l i b r a r y f a c i l i t i e s w h i l e 92.3% use e x t e r n a l 

l i b r a r i e s t o o . S e l e c t i v e d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e 

(SDI s e r v i c e ) and the i n t e r l i b r a r y l o a n s e r v i c e of the l i b r a r i e s 

were c o n s i d e r e d as the most important l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s . 
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