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A b s t r a c t 

The f o u n d a t i o n f o r the development o f any 

s o c i e t y depends on the e f f e c t i v e i n v e s t m e n t on 

i t s human r e s o u r c e s . The q u a l i t y o f t h e human 

b e i n g s who c o n s t i t u t e s o c i e t y d e t e r m i n e s i t s 

s t a b i l i t y and p r o g r e s s . The fundamental i m p o r t a n c e 

o f e d u c a t i o n f o r human development has been 

acknowledged by c i v i l i z e d s o c i e t i e s a l l o v e r t h e 

w o r l d . The Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement which 

s t a r t e d as an e d u c a t i o n a l experiment i n 1958 has 

p i o n e e r e d human development f o r o v e r t h r e e decades 

From humble b e g i n n i n g s i t has grown up t o be one 

o f t h e l a r g e s t people's development a g e n c i e s 

f o u n d anywhere i n the w o r l d . Sarvodaya's unique 

i d e n t i t y and i t s n o v e l approach to development 

s p r i n g s from the i n s p i r a t i o n i t has d e r i v e d from 

Buddhism.
 i
he Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement 

c o n s i d e r s e d u c a t i o n an i n d i s p e n s a b l e element o f 

i t s i n t e g r a t e d p l a n f o r community development. 

The s t u d y of the Sarvodaya Shramadana Move

ment c o u l d o f f e r to s o c i e t y a new way o f t h i n k i n g > 

a new way t o approach problems and above a l l a 

v a l u e system consonant w i t h r e l i g i o n . A survey 

o f Sarvodaya's nonformal e d u c a t i o n programme, 

r e f e r r e d t o as Development E d u c a t i o n c o u l d be 



c o n s i d e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i c u l a r l y i n to - d a y ' s 

c o u n t r y as s»ri L a n k a , w i t n l i m i t e d n a t u r a l reso-ur-fc-

ces i t becomes n e c e s s a r y t o c o n c e n t r a t e on human 

r e s o u r c e s f o r development. 

Development e d u c a t i o n o f t h e Sarvodaya 

c o n t e x t c o u l d o f f e r v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t s i n t h i s 

d i r e c t i o n . The s t u d y c o u l d a l s o throw c o n s i d e r a 

b l e l i g h t to overcome c e r t a i n shortcomings i n t h e 

f o r m a l system and to harness e d u c a t i o n a l r e s o u r - / 

ces o f o u r S i r i h a l a B u d d h i s t h e r i t a g e f o r , educa

t i o n . 

T
h e study o f t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s o f 

Sarvodaya Movement c o u l d s t i m u l a t e o ur s e a r c h f o r 

a l t e r n a t e s t r a t e g i e s i n e d u c a t i o n i n accordance 

w i t h t h e e v o l v i n g needs and problems i n S r i 

L a n k a n S o c i e t y . T h i s c o u l d h e l p us not o n l y to 

e f f e c t i n n o v a t i o n s i n f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n b u t to 

c o u n t e r a c t e d u c a t i o n a l wast age, o f f e r . i n s i g h t s f~or 

l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g , b a l a n c e d p e r s o n a l i t y d e v e l o p 

ment, r e s o u r c e m o b i l i s a t i o n , c h a r a c t e r b u i l d i n g ; 

moral e d u c a t i o n and community development. 

The p r e s e n t s t u d y i n v e s t i g a t e d the a c t i v i t i e s 

o f the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement w i t h r e f e r e n c e 



t o i t s programme o f Development E d u c a t i o n . In 

t h i s a n a l y s i s the t o t a l programme o f t h e Sarvo 

daya Shramadana Movement had to be k e p t i n min 

though the a s p e c t s p e r t a i n i n g to e d u c a t i o n have 

been examined i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l . 

A t t e n t i o n had to be f o c u s s e d 6n t h e h i s t o 

r i c a l background o f
 s

r i Lanka. The s o c i a l , 

economic, c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t s through 

which the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement e v o l v e d 

and f u n c t i o n s i n the p r e s e n t day. The n a t u r e o f 

Development E d u c a t i o n i n the Sarvodaya Shramadana 

c o n t e x t ; i t s impact and to what e x t e n t i t c o u l d 

h e l p i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f a n a t i o n a l a c t i o n 

s t r a t e g y have been d i s c u s s e d . 

One o f t h e most d i f f i c u l t p roblems f o r a 

r e s e a r c h e r d e a l i n g w i t h a movement o f t h e mam-

tude as Sarvodaya i s to develop i n d i c a t o r s to 

measure the success of the Movement on t h e p a r t i 

c i p a n t s and the v i l l a g e s . I t was not d i f f i c u l t 

t o c o l l e c t s t a t i s t i c s about what has been done 

by t h e Movement. I t was a l s o not p o s s i b l e to get 

a l l t h e d a t a n e c e s s a r y f o r the r e s e a r c h e r by a 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e o r i n t e r v i e w s c h e d u l e . Hence i t 

was n e c e s s a r y f o r the r e s e a r c h e r t o become a 

p a r t i c i p a n t o f Sarvodaya a c t i v i t y - a p a r t i c i p a n t 



i n a f a m i l y g a t h e r i n g , a Shramadana, an educa
ted 

t i o n a l programme p r e - s c h o o l programme A an e v a l 

t i o n seminar f o r p a r t i c i p a n t s i n a t r a i n i n g 

programme. T h i s gave the r e s e a r c h e r the much 

needed i n s i g h t s as t o what th e p a r t i c i p a n t s and 

v i l l a g e r s f e l t about the Movement. T h i s p a r t i c i p a 

t o r y r e s e a r c h p r o v e d most r e w a r d i n g . Based on 

t h e s e f i n d i n g s s u g g e s t i o n s are made to improve 

t h e c o n d i t i o n s b e a r i n g on development E d u c a t i o n . 

Three Development Ed u c a t i o n c e n t r e s , Kandy, Anura-

dhapura and Bandaragama were s e l e c t e d . These were 

s e l e c t e d t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e i r g e o g r a 

p h i c a l , s o c i a l and economic c o n d i t i o n s ; 100 

p a r t i c i p a n t s formed the sample. 

As e v i d e n t from t h i s study i t was apparent t h a t 

t h e Sarvodaya E d u c a t i o n a l Programme has a c h i e v e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l e s u c c e s s , though t h e r e were i n s t a n c e s 

where r e m e d i a l a c t i o n has to be t a k e n c o n s i d e r i n g 

t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c and p o l i t i c a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f 

young p e o p l e . T h i s n e c e s s i t a t e s c e r t a i n i n t e r n a l 

a d j u s t m e n t s i n the Movement and s t r u c t u r a l t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n s i f t h e message o f Sarvodaya i s to 

r e a c h t h e t a r g e t groups i n a more e f f e c t i v e manner, 

•''he f i n d i n g s i n d i c a t e t h a t the o b j e c t i v e s o f 

Sarvodaya Development Ed u c a t i o n have had a p o s i 

t i v e i m p a c t . The study h i g h l i g h t s t h e f a c t t h a t 



the m a j o r i t y o f the youth c o n t i n u e s to a f f i r m 

i t s f a i t h i n t h e Movement, D e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t 

Sarvodaya i s unable to engage i n development 

a c t i v i t i e s i n the N o r t h and E a s t due to war and 

e t h n i c v i o l e n c e the programme o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

r e s t s l a r g e l y w i t h Sarvodaya,Development Educa

t i o n i n t h e N o r t h and East seems to have been 

t o t a l l y e c l i p s e d . 

An a l l i s l a n d sample o f Sarvodaya Develop

ment E d u c a t i o n would have y i e l d e d more r e l i a b l e 

d a t a but due to p r e v a i l i n g c o n d i t i o n s i n the 

country and c o n s t r a i n t s o f time the study had to 

be l i m i t e d to the above sample. F u t u r e r e s e a r c h 

would be n e c e s s a r y to add t o e x i s t i n g d a t a . 

Sarvodaya Development E d u c a t i o n covers 

many a s p e c t s o f e d u c a t i o n which a d e v e l o p i n g 

c o u n t r y c o u l d u t i l i s e . A v i b r a n t democracy 

r e q u i r e s t h a t t h e people are a b l e to deal w i t h 

common i s s u e s i n a w e l l - i n f o r m e d and i n t e l l i g e n t -

manner, i n accordance w i t h the s o c i o - c u l t u r a l 

m i l i e u o f ones c o u n t r y . 


