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ABSTRACT 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n i s based on a p r o j e c t 

c a r r i e d out to e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of 

i n t r o d u c i n g l i t e r a t u r e i n the language classroom. 

In o r d e r t o i n t r o d u c e l i t e r a t u r e to language 

l e a r n e r s s e l e c t e d f o r u n i v e r s i t y a d m i s s i o n , a 

sample of prose e x t r a c t s was s e l e c t e d from the 

works of n a t i v e as w e l l as n o n - n a t i v e w r i t e r s and 

was used w i t h a sample p o p u l a t i o n . N e i t h e r p o e t r y 

nor drama was used i n t h i s p r o j e c t as i t was the 

f i r s t s t e p i n i n t r o d u c i n g l i t e r a t u r e f o r the 

s t u d e n t s who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n i t . 

The main aims of t h i s p r o j e c t were t o enable 

s t u d e n t s improve t h e i r r e a d i n g by e x p o s i n g them to 

whole t e x t s and t o p r o v i d e them w i t h o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

to respond t o l i t e r a r y elements such as 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n , c r e a t i o n o f atmosphere, and 

suspense. I t a l s o aimed at d e v e l o p i n g s t u d e n t s ' 

c r i t i c a l and i m a g i n a t i v e powers through i n t e r a c t i n 

w i t h l i t e r a r y t e x t s as w e l l as i n c r e a t i n g an 

i n t e r e s t i n s t u d e n t s t o read l i t e r a t u r e , which i s a 

r i c h source o f p l e a s u r e and enjoyment. 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n t h e r e f o r e c o n t a i n s a 

r e v i e w o f the p l a c e of l i t e r a t u r e i n the language 

c l a s s r o o m d u r i n g the l a s t f o u r decades. I t then 



a n a l y s e s the responses c o l l e c t e d by means o f a 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e on the background and language 

p r o f i c i e n c y o f the sample p o p u l a t i o n , which h e l p e d 

i n gauging t h e i r a b i l i t y t o handle l i t e r a t u r e . 

Next, i t d i s c u s s e s the c r i t e r i a f o r s e l e c t i n g 

l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l s and d e s i g n i n g the e x e r c i s e s used 

i n t h i s p r o j e c t , as w e l l as the methodology used 

f o r t e a c h i n g the m a t e r i a l s . An a n a l y s i s i s then 

made o f feedback c o l l e c t e d from the s t u d e n t s a f t e r 

the m a t e r i a l s were used i n o r d e r t o i d e n t i f y 

problem a r e a s , and a l s o t o enable making 

s u g g e s t i o n s f o r f u t u r e use. 

F i n a l l y , the d i s s e r t a t i o n sums up the 

r e s u l t s o f the p r o j e c t , d i s c u s s i n g i t s shortcomings 

and making s u g g e s t i o n s f o r improvement. 


