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ABSTRACT. The uppermost part of proliferating buds (in vitro) of Musa,
ABB, cv. Bluggoe, produced meristematic globules in basic Murashige and
Skoog I:qwd medium (Murashige and Skoog, 1962), supplemented with
24 D (5.100% M) and BAP (10°® M). Individual meristematic glahulc'\
of size <= 2 mm diameter were confinmed as somatic pro — embryos.

Somatic embiyos were obtained upon .mcce:m-e transfer of pro=-
emblyos initially into a medium with ABA (10°° M), and then (o a
medium without any growth regulators and finally to BAP (10°® M} and
144 (10' M).

The embryo proper (shoot and root apar) and continuous pro—
cambial strands between the shoot aud root apices were observed in these.
stmctures

lNTR()DU(ITI()N

Banana and plantain are the st.nplc. food in most lmmul and
sub - tropical parts of Afnca They arc also an important [ru:l o lhg
whul(. world and a Idrgt,ly consumud [ruit in Asia.

Banana and plantain arc classificd under the genus Musa. Simmonds
and Shepherd (1955) rcported that majonty of the cdible Musa arc
inter - specific hybrids.of the two wild SpCCICS, Musa balbisiana (BB) and .
. Musa acuminata (AA). Naturally occurring AA, AB, BB, AAA, AAB,
ABB and ABBB groups have been identificd (Stover and Simmonds,
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ABSTRACT. The uppermiost pait of profiferating buds (in vino) of Musa,
ABB, cv. Bluggoe, prodiced merstematic globules in basic Murashige and
Skoog liquid mcdmm (Murashige and  Skoog 1962), supplemented with
24 D (5.107% M) and BAP (10 S M) Individual meristemaric ;,!obuk"g
of size <= 2 mm diameter were confirmed as somatic pro = embryos.

Somatic embglqs were oblained upon successive transfer of pro-—-
embiyos initially into a medium with ABA (107° M), and then to a
medium wm':our any growth regularors and finally to BAP (10”° M) and -
IA4 (107 M).

The embryo proper (shoot and roof apex} and continuous pro-=
cambial strands between the shoot and root apices were observed in these..
structitres,

INTR()DU(_.'I‘I()N

Banana and plantain are the staple food in most tropical and
sub—trop:cal parts of Alfrica. They arc also an’ lmporlan( Iruu o llu,
- whole world and a largely consumed [ruit i in A.u.n ‘

* Banana and plantain arc cla&;iﬁcd under the genus Musa. Simmonds
and Shepherd (1955) reported that majority of the cdible Musa are
. inter —specific hybrids.of the two wild species, Musa balbisiana (BB) and -
. Musa acuminata (AA). Naturally occurring AA, AB, BB, AAA, AAB,
ABB and ABBB groups have been -identificd (Stover and Simmonds,
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