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A b s t r a c t 

Change over of the m e d i u m of ins t ruc t i on to S i n h a l a a n d Tami l in 

1950s made prov i s i on to teach E n g l i s h as a compu lso ry second 

language. E v e n though E n g l i s h has been taught for a r o u n d hal f a 

decade it has fai led to improve the s tudents language proficiency 

in speaking a n d wr i t t en E n g l i s h . W i t h the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the 

mother tongue as a m e d i u m of i n s t r u c t i o n , the s tudents from 

different e thnic communi t i e s were segregated to S i n h a l a and Tami l 

streams i n s c h o o l s . The c h i l d r e n of these c o m m u n t i e s were 

isolated. Hence there was no common m e d i u m to communicate 

with each other. Therefore the necessity arose to use a common 

language i n a l l act iv i t ies . As a resul t the A m i t y Schools Project 

was started i n 2001 to b u i l d nat iona l un i t y . 

To bui ld na t i ona l u n i t y through l earn ing a second language was 

identified by the Ami t y Schools Project w h i c h was later developed 

as a strategy i n terms of b i l ingua l pol icy. The Na t i ona l Educa t i on 

Commiss ion (2003) has in t roduced a b i l i n g u a l pol icy i n 2002 in 

Junior Secondary level. The ma in objective of the b i l i ngua l policy 

was c la imed to acquire a level of E n g l i s h prof ic iency for higher 

education a n d career advancement. (N.E.C. Report , 2003). 

This s tudy is to investigate, whether there is a b i l i ngua l pol icy in 

Jun i o r Secondary level a n d to identify the features of b i l ingua l 

programme that has been in t roduced i n S r i L a n k a . 

For the purpose of the s tudy a survey was ca r r i ed out i n four 

leading schoo ls . The survey cons is ts of one h u n d r e d and fifty two 

students who are i n Grade 8 E n g l i s h m e d i u m c lasses . Among the 

four schools , a n indep th s tudy was based i n two schools. Nine 

teachers who teach i n Grade 8 E n g l i s h m e d i u m c lasses of these 

respective l ead ing schools were also the par t i c ipan ts of this s tudy . 
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