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A B S T R A C T 
*************** 

The I n t r o d u c t o r y 6hapter examines why d e v o l u t i o n and 

p r o v i n c i a l c o u n c i l s were i n t r o d u c e d i n S r i Lanka, and whether 

they have met the purposes f o r which they were designedo An 

a n a l y s i s of the f u n c t i o n i n g of the process o f d e v o l u t i o n through 

Councils i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e are number of shortcomings t h a t had 

r e s t r a i n e d e f f e c t i v e d e v o l u t i o n . 

Chapter two p o i n t s out the p r o s p e c t s and problems o f 

d e v o l u t i o n . H i s t o r i c a l l y , d e v o l u t i o n has been known although 

i n the more recent past i t had been r e p l a c e d by c e n t r a l i s e d 

government. The s t r u c t u r e which p r o v i d e s f o r d e v o l u t i o n i s 

s t u d i e d and shown t o be d e f i c i e n t i n some r e s p e c t s . Those 

d e f i c i e n c i e s need t o be s u p p l i e d i f d e v o l u t i o n and p r o v i n c i a l 

c o u n c i l s are to work s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . The t h i r d c h a p t e r con

ti n u e s i n the same s t r a i n d e m o n s t r a t i n g the l e g a l problems 

that pose d i f f i c u l t i e s t o d e v o l u t i o n and to C o u n c i l s and 

suggests ways and means of combating them. 

The o r g a n i s a t i o n and s t r u c t u r e s o f p r o v i n c i a l c o u n c i l s 

are o u t l i n e d and d i s c u s s e d i n c h a p t e r f o u r w i t h a c r i t i c a l 

treatment of the d e t a i l s o f the machinery o f d e v o l u t i o n . 

Chapter f i v e deals w i t h the v i t a l b a s i s of d e v o l u t i o n - f i n a n c e -

and shows th a t t h e r e has been r e l u c t a n c e t o p r o v i d e f o r e f f e c t i v e 

f i s c a l d e v o l u t i o n and how changes f o r the b e t t e r c o u l d be e f f e c t e d . 
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A r e l a t e d a s p e c t , p l a n n i n g , i s t r e a t e d i n c h a p t e r s i x . The 

want of a s u i t a b l e p r o v i s i o n f o r c a r r y i n g out t h i s i n d i s p e n 

sable f u n c t i o n i s h i g h l i g h t e d and s u i t a b l e ways of s u p p l y i n g 

t h i s d e f i c i e n c y are d i s c u s s e d . 

Chapter seven surveys an a r e a where d e v o l u t i o n had 

been promised but had not been implemented through the Pro

v i n c i a l C o u n c i l s . Comparisons a r e b r i e f l y made w i t h other 

places where t h i s f u n c t i o n has been de v o l v e d , the problems 

that c o u l d a r i s e i f i t i s devolved as i t i s now designed, and 

how law and order c o u l d be executed through a devolved set up 

are examined. The next chapt e r t r e a t s the Centre's r e l a t i o n s 

with the P r o v i n c i a l C o u n c i l s and t h e P e r i p h e r y . S e v e r a l 

problems ar e envisaged i n the conduct o f the r e l a t i o n s ; the 

important ones are d i s c u s s e d a l o n g w i t h s u g g e s t i o n s toward 

smoothening of t r a n s a c t i o n s . 

The C o n c l u s i o n c r i t i c a l l y t i e s up what had been 

dis c u s s e d or examined i n the e a r l i e r chapters i n a c o n c i s e 

and s u c c i n c t form. Suggestions a r e advanced f o r making 

d e v o l u t i o n and P r o v i n c i a l C o u n c i l s t o f u n c t i o n more s a t i s 

f a c t o r i l y and e f f i c i e n t l y . 


